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As I am writing to you, I still have in my eyes 
and in my heart the eighteen-day visit I lived in 
Sierra Leone, where I could meet some of our 
authentic reasons of deep happiness: the boys 
collected from the streets, the girls set free 
from the sexual exploitation that enchained 
them, the youth who have become orphans 
because of Ebola. Seeing all of them in the 
Salesian house of Freetown, and seeing how 
their lives now had a different horizon, gave 
me the same joy Don Bosco felt in Valdocco 
and Maria Mazzarello felt in Mornese with 
their first youth.

Visiting the detention home of the capital, in 
an encounter with 10 per cent of the detainees 
(160 out of 1.600), of whom over 1200 were 
young people between 18 and 25 ears of age, I 
had the same feelings as Don Bosco did at the 
“Generala” in Turin.

When in Accra, the capital of Ghana, I met our 
FMA sisters with the boys gathered in their 
house and when at “Don Bosco” I saw the 
children and youngsters who were victims 
of human trafficking, I could not help being 
moved and thanking the Lord who grants us 
the grace as Salesian Family to be a beam of 
light in the midst of so much darkness. 

Another dream of mine for the Salesian Family and for the friends of Don Bosco 
all over the world, as the fruit of this Bicentenary we lived as a year of grace of the 
Lord, is what was the norm of his life: carrying in one’s heart the poorest, especially 
children, boys and girls, young people, the most destitute, the most disadvantaged.

In Mecanisa, Addis Ababa (Ethiopia), when I 
met the 500 children who every day at our place 
can have a full meal and attend school, and as 
I greeted the boys saved from the streets who 
were learning a profession or the 28 young 
people who every day come from the streets 
to eat, stay with their friends and with the 
Salesians to decide whether to return to their 
wandering life or to be part of the young pupils 
of the house, my heart beat in unison with Don 
Bosco’s heart who certainly sustained all this 
together with Jesus, who continues to ask us to 
go and reach out to the poorest.

Because of this, dear brothers and sisters of 
our family and dear friends of Don Bosco, I 
once again repeat to you my conviction that 
the poorest are the reason for our existence 
as Salesian Family, in the Church and that our 
dedication to them is the reason of our lives.

I am convinced of how precious is the witness 
of so many confrères who every day donate 
their lives with true educative and evangelizing 
passion in favour of the young; I am convinced 
that many are the Salesian presences that look 
with predilection at the poor.

I give thanks to the Lord for this and I repeat: 
Dear brothers and sisters, “we must go further 

THAT CARRIES THE POOREST

I DREAM
OF A SALESIAN FAMILY

IN HER HEART

RECTOR MAJOR

MESSAGE
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on, we must go beyond”. We must all have a 
heart as the one of the Good Shepherd, and the 
one of Don Bosco, as the one of the holy men 
and women of this religious family that aims at 
giving the best of herself in favour of the youth. 
We must unite this commitment of ours to the 
one of all persons of good will.

Pope Francis in his message to consecrated 
people says: “Wake up the world, illuminate 
it with your prophetic and countercultural 
witness!”

I truly think that the Salesian method to 
illuminate the world in a prophetic and 
countercultural way is well rooted in all of 
us and in all our houses. Do not have the 
least doubt that by living and working in 
this way, even with no need of words, the 
message rouses questions and carries a great 
testimonial strength; and do not have any 
doubt, that by living in this way you will not 
lack the means to reach out to the poorest. Let 
us all remember the solid trust of Don Bosco in 
Divine Providence.

If this is the case, what else is there to do? The 
answer is to continue this journey of ascent 
until every Salesian, every Daughter of Mary 
Help of Christians, every lay person of the 
Salesian Family of each of the thirty groups that 
form this great tree sprouted from Don Bosco’s 
charism, in the depth of their soul feel regret 

not to be able to succour every poor boy or girl 
who are in need of us. If our heart has such a 
feeling, we will always find solutions and we 
will always be very faithful to the preferential 
choice of the poorest youth.

In Evangelii Gaudium the Pope quotes a father 
of the Church, St. John Chrysostom, who says: 
“Not to share one’s wealth with the poor is 
to steal from them and to take away their 
livelihood. It is not our own goods which we 
hold, but theirs”. 

The Pope reminds us of the globalization of 
indifference that makes us incapable of feeling 
compassion at the outcry of the poor, in a 
culture of prosperity that deadens us (EG 54). 
With great force he calls our attention on the 
“throw away” culture, which we have socially 
created and in which “the excluded are not the 
“exploited”, but the outcast, the “leftovers” (EG 
53).

In the light of this expression that is also a 
fundamental and essential one of our charism, 
I tell you, dear friends, that in this direction 
we need not worry about the identity of our 
mission, nor about our fidelity. We are in the 
right path!

I bless you all, that the Lord may continue to fill 
your lives with that fullness that ONLY COMES 
FROM HIM.
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1. How do you evaluate your debut film 
Oyee?

I am very glad that I have proved that I can be 
a commercial film maker. In today’s context 
realizing your movie itself is a great success. I 
have completed this flim just in 45 days, in a 
single schedule.

2. Every film teaches some lessons for 
the film makers, what are the lessons you 
learnt from ‘Oyee’?

‘Oyee’ gave me more confidence for my future. 
Choosing of the well known artist and waiting 
for the right moment is also very important.

3. As Christian do you face challenges in the 
film industry?

I started everyday’s shoot with Catholic 
prayers, but we cannot avoid other rituals 
which have almost become unavoidable.

4. You were both producer and the director, 
do you enjoy doing both?

Better not to handle both at the same time 
because you will end up compromising on 
your creativity.

5. What is your message for the young film 
makers?

Work hard and think about your project 
everyday and be ready to discuss your concept 
with professionals.

6. How did you get Music Maestro Illayaraja 
to do the music for your film?

He got impressed with the script and he said 
okay.  He is a very dedicated, firm and even 
stubborn person, when it comes to music.

7. How did your family support this project?

Without my family this project would not 
have been possible. I thank my Dad, Mom, my 
younger brother and sister who helped me to 
achieve this milestone.

I STARTED 
EVERYDAY’S SHOOT 

WITH CATHOLIC 
PRAYERS

8. What is your next project?

Next will be an entertainer, city based and 
youth subject

9. Can you say something about your 
production house?

I have started my production house called 
Mark Studio in 2011. We do photoshoot, 
documentaries and we also rent our Cameras. 

10. How difficult is to make movies today?

Making film is lot more easier than taking 
it to the people. Gone are the days when 
people counted the number of days a film was 
screened, now we are counting number of 
theaters who will screen the movie. The life 
span of movies is just couple of weeks unless 
the movie is exceptional and has a star value.

(10 Q with Francis Marcus the Director and 
Producer of the recently released tamil 
movie ‘Oyee’.)

DAVID MARIASELVAM SDB

10 Q
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The Salesians of the Province of 
India-Guwahati have promoted 
Women’s Self-Help Groups 
(WSHG). Recently they organized 
a meeting on micro-credit in 
collaboration with the National 
Bank and Rural Development 
during which, loans were given 

to thirteen women belonging to these self-help groups.  The 
meeting in Bhoksong was attended by representatives of 
the various WSHG, as well as various bank officials and 
representatives of Bosco Reach Out. 

A meeting of the “Don Bosco 
Communications South 
Asia” (BOSCOM) took place 
on 2/3 April in Sri Lanka. 
Among other deliberations, 
reaching a synergy among 
social communication centres 
figured prominently. It was 
decided that Don Bosco Youth 
Film Festival and Writers’ 
Forum to be perceived at 
South Asia level and a detailed 
plan has been drawn up for 
both. 

At the General Body meeting 
of Boscom South Asia the 
new book ``World Cinema 
A Celebration`` by Raj 
Mariasusai, published by Hay 
House was released by Father 
Joseph Almeida, Provincial of 
the Vice Province of Sri Lanka 
on  3rd April, 2016.  Present 
for the book launch were the 
Boscom South Asian Delegates 
for Social Communications 
along with Father Godfrey 
D’Souza, Provincial of the 
Salesian Province of Mumbai. 
The 100 films from different 
countries are arranged 
alphabetically and choosen 
from 1990 onward portray 
the distinct, socio-economic 
conditions prevailing in a 
particular nation.  

BOOK LAUNCH: “WORLD 
CINEMA A CELEBRATION” BY 
RAJ MARIASUSAI

THE PROBLEMS OF STREET 
CHILDREN, SEEN THROUGH 
THEIR OWN EYES

BOSCO REACH OUT AND WOMEN DEVELOPMENT 

Two young people from 
“Shelter Don Bosco Boys”, 
a centre for street children 
in Mumbai, accompanied by 
Akhil Abraham, SDB, took part 
in a consultation of children in 
South Asia organized by the 
United Nations Committee 
on the Rights of the Child. 
The consultation, which took 
place from 4 to 6 April in New 
Delhi, served to highlight the 
problems of street children. 
Twelve NGO’s took part in the 
three-day long meeting, which 
highlighted the problems 
children faced and underlined 
steps that Governments 
could take to resolve these 
problems.

 After the diplomatic initiatives 
and the many appeals for Fr 
Uzhunnalil, another witness 
was the prayer vigil celebrated 
in Bangalore on 4th April. 
The faithful gathered to ask 
the Lord for the release of 
the kidnapped Salesian and 
to entrust to the Lord all the 
victims of violence in Yemen.

--------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Meeting of “Don Bosco 
Communications South 
Asia”- Sri Lanka

BANGALORE GATHERS 
IN PRAYER FOR FR 
UZHUNNALIL AND THE 
VICTIMS OF VIOLENCE IN 
YEMEN
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On 10 April more than 12,000 people took part in the traditional 
Solidarity Walk “Up and Down the Bridges”, through the streets 
and squares of Venice, on behalf of the Salesian mission in 
Damascus, Syria, which is at the centre of the humanitarian 
project for the year 2016. 

The Conference of the Provinces and Vice- Provinces of the 
Africa–Madagascar Region ended on 7 April. The Rector Major 
Fr Ángel Fernández Artime presided and Fr Américo Chaquisse, 
Regional Councillor for Africa-Madagascar, was also present.

Representatives of the 
United States Agency for 
International Development 
(USAID) and the Don Bosco 
University (UDB) have 
inaugurated a scientific camp 
called “Model Science Camp”, 
to encourage female high 
school students to undertake 
university courses in Science, 
Technology, Engineering and 
Mathematics. 25 pupils in 
the year 2016 and the same 
number in 2017 will follow 
four modules on Renewable 
Energy, Mechanics, Robotics 
and Electronics. 

With just four months to 
go to the Olympics in Rio 
de Janeiro, and almost five 
months to the Paralympics, 
the Salesian Family in 
Brazil is already celebrating 
some victories. Among the 
athletes selected to carry the 
torches of the Olympic and 
Paralympic Games, there 
are in fact two students of 
Salesian institutes: Eduarda 
dos Santos (16) and Jessika 
Azevedo (13). Eduarda and 
Jessika are shining examples 
of the importance given to 
sport in Salesian education. 

A new statue by artist 
Riccardo Cordero was 
blessed and placed on a 
stone pedestal in front of the 
Mamma Margherita Museum 
in the birthplace of Mamma 
Margaret. The statue is made 
of bronze. Its height is 175 
cm, and weighs about 172 kg.

On 2 April over 100 people attended the study day on the Servant of God and martyr Fr Titus 
Zeman, SDB. The event was entitled: “Titus Zeman, a Salesian merciful unto martyrdom.” It was 
organized by the Faculty of Canon Law at the Salesian Pontifical University in Senec, Slovakia. 

12,000 TAKE PART IN SOLIDARITY WALK IN AID OF SYRIA

Conclusion of the Conference of Provinces and    
Vice-Provinces of Africa-Madagascar

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

OPENING OF SCIENCE 
CAMP FOR GIRLS AT SAN 
SALVADOR

THE OLYMPIC TORCH IS 
CARRIED BY SALESIAN 
STUDENTS

BLESSING OF STATUE OF 
MAMMA MARGARET IN 
CAPRIGLIO

Titus Zeman Workshop in Slovakia 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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Almost 75 years afterSalesians established the 
first College in northeast India, theyventured 
to establish the first Catholic University in 
India, Assam Don Bosco University (ADBU) at 
Guwahati in 2008.

According to University Grants Commission 
(UGC) 2013 data, over five lakh students 
from eight states of the northeast ventured 
outside the region due to lack of proper 
higher education facilities. The numbers keep 
increasing every passing year.

Assam Chief Minister Mr Tarun Gogoi under 
whose tenure ADBU started as the first 
private university in the state hoped “this 
higher education initiative would help plug 
the exodus of hundreds of students from the 
region who migrate to ‘hostile situations’ in 
metro cities where they are exposed to racial 
discrimination and often fall prey to hostile 
attitudes and behavior.”

Northeast India accounts for 7.7 per cent of the 
total geographical area, and some 4 per cent of 
the population of India. It is a home to over 400 
scheduled tribes. There are few places in the 
world where such a variety of peoples live in 
close proximity to each other as in Northeast 
India. The tribal groups constitute 80% of the 
population of Northeast India. 

The Don Bosco Society consisting of missionary 
fathers, brothers and sisters who came to 
northeast India in 1922 “have contributed 
immensely to the spread of primary and 
secondary education in collaboration with 

Don Bosco 
University:  
EDUCATOR 
OF SEVEN SISTERS
of the north eastern states

C. M. PAUL

COVER STORY

CIVIL ENGG

SCHOOL OF TECHNOLOGY - AZARA

Assam 
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governmentagencies in the far flung and remote 
areas of the region,” said former LokSabha 
(Parliament) Speaker from northeast India 
the late MrPurnoAgitok Sangma speaking on 
the occasion of 200th birth anniversary of Don 
Bosco in 2015.

After some 85 years, the successors of the 
Salesian pioneers, both religious priests 
and sisters, diocesan clergy and lay leaders, 
deemed it necessary to venture set up a 
Catholic University to offer opportunity for 
higher education to the youth of the region.

Assam Don Bosco University

Established on 29 March 2008, Assam Don 
Bosco University (ADBU), the first Don Bosco 
University in the English speaking world, is 
located at Guwahati, Assam. It was set up as a 
response to the felt educational needs of the 
people of Northeast India by Salesians of Don 
Bosco Guwahati province.

Ever since the establishment of St. Edmund’s 
College (1924) and St. Anthony’s College 
(1934) both in Shillong, Meghalaya, the 
Catholic Church has set up and run a number 
of higher educational institutions in North-
East India.

The impact of Catholic presence in the field of 
higher education has been felt in Northeast 
India in every conceivable field as these 
institutions have been the cradles of formation 
of persons who matter in academia, politics, 
business, civil administration, the judiciary 
and the ecclesiastical circles. 

Among the religious, Salesians have major 
share of schools and colleges spread out in 
three provinces in northeast India with their 
province headquarters at Guwahati (Assam), 
Dimapur (Nagaland) and Shillong (Meghalaya).

The ADBU Registrar Dr Basil Koikara notes, 
“From the recent educational interventions of 
the Govt. of Assam it is becoming evident that 
ADBU is being promoted as a benchmark for 
private universities in the state.”

In line with these accolades coming from the 
Government of Assam, the State of Meghalaya 
too chose ADBU for a study by its Task Force 
for regulating the functioning of Private 
Universities of Meghalaya. Meghalaya Private 
Universities Regulatory Commission, headed 
by Dr L Roy spent an entire day at the University 
campus and held a series of meetings with 
the University administration to get insights 
into what a private university should like and 
what are the parameters that nurture healthy 
growth of such universities.

ADBU School of Technology was adjudged 
among Top 50 Private T-Schools of India with 
an Eastern India rank of No.7 and all India 
rank of no. 46 by Dataquest Magazine’s Best 
Technical School Survey 2015.

BIOCHEMISTRY

LIBRARY
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DEGREE PROGRAMMES

The first Catholic university and the only 
NAAC (National Assessment and Accreditation 
Council) accredited private university in 
the region - ADBU functions through its five 
constituent units, which correspond to the 
six Schools - Technology, Humanities & Social 
Sciences, Commerce & Management, Life 
Sciences, Applied Sciences, and On-line & 
Distance Education.

School of Technology situated at Azara 
on Guwahati Airport Road is ADBU’s first 
constituent college which offers four year 
degree program in B.Tech (Civil, Mechanical, 
Computer Science, Electrical, and Electronics), 
two year M.Tech (Computer Science, 
Electronics, and Electrical, Civil), as well as 
five and a half year MTM – integrated B.Tech-
MBA, and BCA-MCA. Hostel facilities at Azara 
campus can accommodate 200 ladies and 200 
men, and some 150 post graduate men and 
women in separate hostels. There are a total 

of some 1,400 students in the Engineering 
program.

School of Commerce & Management located 
in the idyllic Ramsai Hills, Kharguli, Guwahati 
Don Bosco Institute of Management offers two 
year MBA degree (Trimester system) program 
which has 100 students with its own hostels 
for men and women. From academic year 
2016 new courses are planned in Bachelor of 
Commerce, and Integrated B.Com-M.Com.

School of Humanities & Social Sciences offers 
Master’s degree courses in Social Work, Mass 
Communication, Educational Leadership, 
Psychological Counseling, and Child Rights 
and Development with a combined strength of 
some 200plus students.

For the academic year 2016-17 starting in July, 
Schools of Social Sciences and Life Sciences 
will move to ADBU’s permanent campus at 
Tapesia, a 500-acre tea plantation, situated at 
17kms from the state capital Dispur.

COVER STORY

SCHOOL OF COMMERCE AND MANAGEMENT - KHARGULI

FOOD COURT - TAPESIA

BASKET BALL TEAM
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School of Life Sciences offers integrated MSC-
PhD in Bio-Chemistry, Biotechnology and 
Microbiology.

School of Applied Sciences has post graduate 
and doctoral program with MSc in Physics 
with specialization in Electronics and 
instrumentation or Nano Sciences. Doctoral 
program are available in Chemical Sciences, 
Mathematics, and Physics.

Doctoral Studies (PhD)

ADBU’s  Department of Research currently 
offers PhD programs in 18 streams 
(Biotechnology, Chemical Sciences, Civil 
Engineering, Corporate Governance, 
Comparative Religion, Computer Science 
Engineering, Education,  Electrical & Electronics 
Engineering, Electronics & Communication 

Engineering, Entrepreneurship, Human 
Resources Management, Language Studies, 
Marketing Management, Mass Communication, 
North East India Studies, Physics, Psychology 
and Counseling, and Social Work).
The first batch of five research scholars 
registered in 2012 was awarded PhD degree 
at the annual convocation in September 2015. 
Currently there are some 300 PhD scholars 
registered with ADBU.
Online & Distance Education(DBU GLOBAL) 
offers MBA degrees in eight areas and other 
courses to be introduced shortly include BBA 
and BCA, as well as MA in Christian Studies, 
Philosophy, HumanRights, and Social Work. 
Some 6,000 students from 128 countries 
are currently enrolled in the various on-line 
program.

Our Vision

We strive to mould intellectually competent, morally upright, socially committed and spiritually 
inspired persons at the service of India and the world…

We want our graduates to be dependable human beings…

We aim at excellence in the teaching, learning and evaluation process, in research, consultancy 
and extension program of the University…

We ensure a continuous and on-going evaluation of every process in the system.

ELECTRONICS  ENGG SALESIAN  RESIDENCE - TAPESIA 3 LEGGED RACE

LIFE SCIENCES - TAPESIA

WOMEN’S HOSTEL - AZARA

Vice - Chancellor
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When Pope Francis announced the 
Extraordinary Jubilee Year of Mercy on Divine 
Mercy Sunday in April 2015, he dedicated it 
to the patronage of the Blessed Virgin Mary, 
under the title, “Mother of Mercy”. Why did 
the Holy Father choose December 8 as the 
starting point of the Holy Year? Pope Francis 
himself gives the reason: “May the sweetness 
of her countenance watch over us in this Holy 
Year”, he proclaimed, “so that all of us may 
rediscover the joy of God’s tenderness. No 
one has penetrated the profound mystery of 
the Incarnation like Mary. Her entire life was 
patterned after the presence of mercy made 
flesh. The Mother of the Crucified and Risen 
One has entered the sanctuary of divine mercy 
because she participated intimately in the 
mystery of His love.” 

When Pope Pius IX declared the dogma of 
Mary’s Immaculate Conception on Dec 8, 
1854, Protestants generally were alarmed and 
resented the papal action. They misunderstood 
Mary’s divine privilege as a claim that Mary 
is some sort of a goddess who does not need 
Christ’s grace for redemption. But the papal 
definition correctly says that in the first 
instance of her conception, in view of the 
merits of Jesus Christ. Mary was preserved free 
from all stain of original sin. God’s merciful 
generosity to Mary is her sanctification even 
before her conception in the womb of St. 
Anne. Originally, the feast of the Immaculate 
Conception of Mary was known in the East as 
the conception of St. Anne. 

Mary the Receiver and Giver of Mercy  

It was axiomatic with St. Thomas Aquinas that 
goodness, by its very nature, is self-diffusive 
(bonum est diffusivum sui). Now if Christ’s 
divinity has this radiating quality per se, then 

its greatest recipient must be the person 
closest to him and that person must be his own 
mother. Now, Old Testament prophets had 
abundantly stated that Yahweh was infinitely 
merciful and the history of Israel is a record of 
the narratives of a pendulum-like movement 
of incidents of crime and punishments: crime 
of infidelity to Yahweh by idol worship and 
punishment in the form of military defeats and 
exile. But on the part of Yahweh, the Lord of 
infinite mercy, there was always the readiness 
for pardon. Now Mary is the closest imitator 
of Jesus who is compassion incarnate. Hence, 
after Jesus, Mary is the greatest paradigm of 
divine mercy. We can rightly say that the heart 
of Mary is the heart of Jesus. 

Marian Works of Mercy

Mary demonstrated her extraordinary act of 
mercy soon after conceiving the Son of God 
in her purest womb. Luke says that soon after 

M A R Y   M O T H E R   O F 

M E R C Y

SWAMI VIKRANT, SDB

MERCY
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conception, Mary arose and set out into the hill 
country with haste to help her cousin Elizabeth 
who was in dire need of help because of old 
age pregnancy (Lk 1,39). Now the three key 
expressions to mediate upon are: ‘Mary arose’, 
‘Hill country’, ‘with haste.’ It was not a pleasure 
trip or picnic for Mary but hard, tough travel 
over rugged terrain. Mary went un-invited; 
she volunteered to help a person in need and 
like her divine Son, Mary too took the form of 
a servant, or more precisely a slave. “In haste” 
implies it was a joyful service based on mercy 
and compassion. It was a pilgrimage for Mary 
tirtlha yatra. Tirtha means a holy place, a holy 
river or even a holy person–sant or sadhu. It 
was a mission to serve one in dire need. So 
Mary’s Visitation was also a vocation and a 
mission of compassion and extraordinary 
mercy to proclaim God’s great, mercy to her. 
This mercy takes wings in Mary’s hymn of the 
Magnificat, the first gospel melody on mercy.

We again notice Mary’s apostolate and mission 
of mercy when child Jesus disappeared during 
the holy family’s pilgrimage to Jerusalem, when 
he was twelve years old. It was an agonizing 
experience for Mary and Joseph. We next notice 
Mary’s mission of mercy and compassion at the 
marriage feast of Cana when Mary again steps 

in, to retrieve the bridegroom from terrible 
embarrassment and shame, at the unexpected 
shortage of wine, the most important food item 
for a Jewish wedding party. Mercy is intimately 
joined to liberative action. All noticed the 
shortage of wine; nobody had the courage or 
took the risk for bold action except Mary and 
she too did not understand Jesus’ reaction to 
her request but her faith and trust triumphed.

But the most heroic Marian act of mercy 
was demonstrated during her divine Son’s 
agonizing Calvary journey and her bold stand 
at the foot of the cross while all Apostles and 
disciples of Jesus fled in mortal fear of the 
Jewish leaders and Roman soldiers. She is the 
only comforter of her agonizing, dying Son. 
She is the consoler of the afflicted. Mary’s 
comforting mission certainly extended to all 
those murderers on Calvary because Jesus 
entrusted them also to her, the refuge of 
sinners. In fact Jesus expressly told Mary: 
“Behold thy sons and daughters”. And the first 
fruit of her intercession was the “Good thief” 
hanging at the right side of Jesus and Mary had 
taken her stand between Jesus and this thief 
as an intercessor. We can legitimately imagine 
that Mary’s intercession won for him the gift of 
Paradise with Jesus.
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In the first place the sick man is not asking for a 
cure. It is Jesus who notices this man, paralyzed 
for 38 years, lying quietly, reconciled to his 
fate. He has a ready justification for it, putting 
the blame on others. “I have no one to put me 
into the water... Before I get there someone 
else always gets there before me,” he grumbles, 
when the question of Jesus is actually, “Do you 
want to become well?” Probably Perez - that is 
how we shall call him – is so much used to and 
comfortable with his paralysis. He has made 
peace with it, has adjusted his existence to it, 
and derives narcissistic comfort in blaming the 
society for it. He has stopped trying to get near 
the water. After all, he knows that someone 
else is going to get there before him! So he 
could as well accept his condition and learn to 
enjoy it.  After all these years, the possibility of 
restarting a life is even frightening, like a man 
reluctant to leave his sinful, but comfortable 
state in life. It would require much effort and 
energy, which he is not willing to expend. 
Entrenchment is not uncommon in the society. 
“I am this way,” people would say, often 
proudly, and they would do nothing to change 
the situation. 

When Perez gave his nonchalant excuse, Jesus 
asked him: “ Perez, I am asking you again, do 
you want to be cured?”

“Are you going to chuck me into the water, 
when it is stirred?” he asked curiously, certain 
that this young man with an attractive beard 
was fooling him.

Jesus insisted, “Perez, I simply asked you a 

Of all the miracles that Jesus worked the one of curing the paralytic 
at the pool of Bethesda was a strange one. (Cfr Jn 5: 1-18)

question. Are you interested in being well 
again?”

“Well, I am not sure. I have been here for an 
eternity. What hope is there for me?” He was 
staring vacantly at the horizon rather than at 
Jesus in the eyes.

Jesus decided to pull this man out of his inertia. 
“Get up,” commanded in an authoritative voice. 
“Pick up your mat and go home!”

The definitiveness in the voice of this Galilean 
shook the lethargic old man into action. A 
strong shiver went up his spine. His legs 
firmed up and without even knowing the man 
stood up, spell bound by that command. He 
bent down, rolled up his mat, hoisted it on his 
shoulder and walked away, to the complete 
bewilderment of all his sick companions in the 
porticos. Perez did not say, “thanks,” nor did he 
look back at his healer. He was still wondering 
whether it was all a dream.

The dream was cut short by a hand that stopped 
him. It was Abihu, a prominent long-robed 
Scribe, a self-appointed religious policeman, 
enforcing God’s Law in the land. “Hey, what do 
you think you are doing?” he said.

“What… what did you ask?” stammered Perez, 
coming to his senses. He finally realized that he 
was walking about carrying his mat. Something 
has definitely happened to him.

“It is unlawful to carry a mat today, man. It is 
the Sabbath.”

In all these years Sabbath had made no 

Making
Peace with Paralysis

MARIA AROKIAM KANAGA

GOSPEL STORIES as you never heard before...

the salesian bulletinMay-June     201618



difference to Perez. Every day was just exactly 
like any other day. For the first time in 38 years 
he was moving. And the law of God forbade him 
do that! The law enforcers were angry for this 
offence committed against Almighty God, who 
according to them, was always looking out for 
a chance to be hurt!

“Don’t blame me for it,” grumbled Perez. 
“Who wants to carry this mat? I was in fact 
paralyzed for a long time. But suddenly this 
man commanded me to pick up this mat and 
go home. If you are keen to blame someone, 
it is him, not me. I don’t even know where my 
home is!”

Abihu was not sure whether the man was 
speaking the truth or taking him for a ride. “I 
don’t care whether you were sick and for how 
long . You were sick in the first place because 
you must have disobeyed God’s law. Will you 
just obey a man against God? Who commanded 
you to do such unholy things? Mind you, you 
will be in trouble with the Sanhedrin.”

Perez stared at Abihu slightly shaken by this 
intimidation. He too was wondering whether 
he did the right thing carrying his mat! “I don’t 
know,” he said finally.

“You don’t know? Liar. How can you not know 
the man who you say cured you from paralysis? 
Are you trying to fool me?”

“Honestly, I was not even interested in getting 
cured. I was comfortable lying in that portico. 
And this man has now disturbed my peace 
and got me into trouble with the authorities,” 
lamented Perez. He was now practically 
annoyed with his healer. He looked around, 
but the face of the man which he vaguely 
remembered was not to be found in the crowd. 

Abihu gave him a stern warning before leaving. 
“Put down your mat. Learn to respect the Torah. 
And when you see the man again, come and 
report to us immediately! I wonder whether it 
is that trouble maker from Nazareth!” 

Jesus had slipped out of the scene and was 
watching the whole episode from a distance. 
As Perez stood there bewildered. Obey the 
man who cured him? Or obey the law of Moses? 
All that he wanted was a trouble free life, and 
now he was in trouble! Jesus walked up to him. 
“Hello Perez my friend, nice to see you walking 
about? By the way, where is your mat?” he 
asked in a jovial mood.

“Ah, you are the one. Where did you disappear, 
after getting me into trouble?”

“Trouble? I deserve this, for curing you,” said 
Jesus. “You have to learn to appreciate God’s 
grace, my dear man. How strange, you grumble 
for a favour.” With that he walked away.

Again Perez was wondering what to do. There 
was an urge in him to run behind Jesus, fall at 
his feet and shout, “Thank you Rabbi!” But his 
inner paralysis took hold of him again. Who 
asked for healing, and who wanted to start a 
life all over again, and that too by antagonizing 
the high and the mighty of the society? May 
be this man was a prophet and a man of God. 
But that meant nothing for the way he wanted 
to live. It was not his intention to betray his 
healer, but he had to be safe.

So, Perez ran back to Abihu the Scribe and told 
him, “It was Jesus of Nazareth!”

as you never heard before...

the salesian bulletin 19May-June     2016



A nine-year pastoral communications project 
experimented by Boscom (South Asia Salesian 
Communications Body) since 2000 has been 
implemented under a new avatar for the 
training of seminarians across India.

The President of the Pontifical Commission 
for Social Communication Archbishop Claudio 
Maria Celli launched the series christened 
Communications for Pastoral Leadership 
(CPL) - three books and a DVD resource at a 
national meeting of Communications Delegates 
of the Catholic Bishops` Conference of India 
(CBCI) held in New Delhi, 12 February 2010. 
Over 40 CBCI regional delegates and bishops 
participated.

Speaking on the occasion, Archbishop Celli 
said, “This is indeed a very positive and good 
initiative, a gift of the Church in India for her 
ministry in communications.”

“The Holy See is very pleased with this project. 
Many people in other countries are waiting for 
this book. This initiative is a big moment in the 
life of the Church and can be an inspiration for 
many,” the archbishop added complimenting 
the humungous task undertaken by Boscom 
in collaboration with the CBCI Commission for 
Social Communications. 

“I am very pleased that the Church in India is 
creating the new path especially for formation 
in Social Communications - this indeed (is) a 
big investment of reflection,” said Abp Celli 
wishing it to be a profitable tool for the Church 
in other countries too. 

“This project will empower Church personnel 
in communications both staff and students 

BOSCOM
in the seminaries as well as lay leaders in 
the Church,” commented the CBCI Social 
Communications Chairman Cardinal Oswald 
Gracias of Mumbai. 

The CPL Project

Following the launch of 418 page ‘Shepherds’ 
for an Information Age -An Experimental 
Resource and Training Manual for the 
Education of Salesians of Don Bosco in Media 
and Social Communicationsedited by Dr 
Peter Gonsalves for Boscom India in 2000, 
discussions were on with the CBCI to make a 
similar manual for the training of seminarians 
in India. 

The new project christenedCommunication for 
Pastoral Leadership (CPL)is designed to cover 
three different phases of religious or priestly 
formation. 

Book 1 under the subtitle ‘Basics of Social 
Communication’ edited by Fr. K.J. Louis SDB, is 
meant for the initial stages of formation. 

Book 2 with thesubtitle‘Critical Understan- 
ding  of Social Communication’ Dr. Robert Pen 
SDB is aimed at the students of philosophy and 
regency or their equivalent.

Book 3 with the subtitle‘Theological Perspec-
tives in Social Communication’ edited by Dr. 
George Plathottam SDB is meant for students 
of theology and those in the final stages of 
religious formation. 

Each of the three books has a major section 
of the content divided into three parts and 
a shorter section on skills suitable for the 
particular phase of formation. Each lesson 

pastoral communications project

C. M. PAUL

MEDIA MATTERS
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ends with suggested activities, references and 
wherever necessary a glossary of terms. 

The editorial team in collaboration with 
Tej-Prasarini, Don Bosco Communications 
Mumbai produced and marketed the books 
and a set of Teacher Resources to assist the 
course facilitators.

Director of Tej-prasarini and Regional Delegate 
for Boscom in South Asia Fr Joaquim Fernandes, 
who published the book says, “It was a good 
project in the formation of the curriculum in 
communication for the seminarians across 
India.  It gives an overview of the teaching 
methodologies to understand the role and 
function of Mass Media in our society and 
especially to integrate the medium and the 
message through the print media, social media 
and the broadcast media in a globalized world 
for the life of the individual, community and 
the Church.”

“The preparation, layout, design, and 
publication of the books were done by Tej-
Prasarini, “Communication is a vocation- what 
is important is the message, not the medium.” 
He quips. 

The books can be ordered online through 
www.tejonline.com.

For the past six years, seminaries across 

India use the book to teach various stages of 
seminaries. “Often their passion for pastoral 
communication is not adequately met in the 
seminaries,” laments Dr Plathottam insisting 
that much more need to be done to prepare 
future priests in this regard.

Reflecting on 8-year service with the CBCI 
and as former Director of NISCORT(National 
Institute for Social Communications, Research 
and Training) Dr Plathottam says, “There are 
many seminarians who continue to discuss 
with me projects for their theses and academic 
papers on social communication. One 
seminarian whom I met in a theological college 
in Jerusalem sent his paper on John Paul II, 
Family and Communication, which I edited and 
got published in a prestigious journal.”

Dr Plathottam continues, “I meet people in 
all kinds of seminars and meetings who want 
guidance and ideas to study communication. A 
large number of them are young religious and 
seminarians. The gospel can be communicated 
more powerfully and pastors can become 
more effective if we take social communication 
seriously.”

BOSCOM provincial delegates at their recent 
meeting held in Sri Lanka, early April 2016 
endorsed the CPL books for the formation of 
Salesians in South Asia.

the salesian bulletin 21May-June     2016



Simon Oraon, an octogenarian tribal Catholic received the Padma Shri, India’s fourth highest 
civilian honor. Oraon, known as the “waterman” of eastern Indian Jharkhand state, dropped 
out of school in the fourth grade.The award recognizes his work to bring back green space to 
the tribal villages of his Bedo area, near the state capital Ranchi. The state’s Rural Development 
Department has appointed him as the brand ambassador for its watershed program.

The Vatican has recognized 
Jesus Youth, a Catholic 
youth movement that began 
in 1980s in Kerala as an 
international association, 
making it the second such 
organization in the Catholic 
Church in Asia. The new 
status gives the organization 
the official status of a global 
church organization, allowing 
it to continue to function with 
autonomy as a lay movement. 
Jesus Youth is now active 
in 25 countries around the 
world, with a presence in 
five continents. Faith and 
character formation of young 
Catholics is the aim of the 
movement.

Jesuits have initiated a national 
network of non-governmental 
agencies to enhance their 
work among India’s poor and 
to strengthen the country’s 
secular and democratic 
characteristics. The people’s 
forum or “Lok Manch” was 
launched April 6 at the start 
of a three-day workshop when 
some 120 activists representing 
around over 100 organizations 
across India come together in 
New Delhi. A priority for the 
forum would be to press for the 
implementation of laws and 
policies that assist India’s poor, 
including famers, tribal and 
dalit people.

Three Christian lawmakers 
were appointed as 
regional chief ministers in 
predominately Buddhist 
Myanmar by President-elect 
U Htin Kyaw. Mahn Johnny, 
a Catholic and regional was 
appointed chief minister of 
Irrawaddy Division. Salai 
Lian Luai, a Baptist and 
ethnic Chin, was appointed 
chief minister of Chin state. 
Khat Aung, a Baptist and 
ethnic Kachin, was named 
chief minister of Kachin 
state. 

Catholic priests and nuns joined hundreds of fishermen and environmental activists on a protest 
march through Colombo April 4 against the Sri Lankan government’s decision to go ahead with a 
controversial port project. It is feared that the port’s construction will also displace about 50,000 
families living on the coast.

INDIAN CATHOLIC OCTOGENARIAN HONOURED FOR PRESERVING THE ENVIRONMENT

JESUITS INITIATE FORUM TO 
HELP CREATE A HUNGER-
FREE INDIA

INDIAN CATHOLIC YOUTH 
MOVEMENT GETS VATICAN 
APPROVAL

SRI LANKAN PROTEST DEMANDS END OF DIVISIVE PORT PROJECT

MYANMAR NAMES THREE 
CHRISTIANS AS REGIONAL 
MINISTERS
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After traveling to the Greek 
island of Lesbos, Pope Francis 
decided to bring 12 of them 
on his plane back to the 
Vatican as an act of welcome 
and solidarity. Coming from 
Syria, all of the families are 
Muslim and number 12 
people in total, including six 
children. Two of the families 
are from Damascus, and one 
is from DeirAzzor, which is 
now territory occupied by 
ISIS. Their homes had been 
bombed. The initiative was 
brought to fruition through 
negotiations between the 
Vatican Secretariat of State 
and the competent Greek and 
Italian authorities.

Two Nigerian bishops namely, 
Bishops Matthew Audu of 
Lafia and George Dodo of Zaria 
called on the government 
to hasten its efforts to free 
219 school girls who were 
abducted by the Boko Haram 
forces during a middle-of-the-
night raid at a school in Chibok 
in northeastern Nigeria April 
14, 2014.  

The Secretary of State of the 
Holy See, Cardinal Pietro 
Parolin, was in Poland  to 
mark the 1050th anniversary 
of the conversion of the 
nation to Christianity. On 14th 
April he celebrated Mass in 
the ancient Christian capital 
of Poland, Gniezno, during 
which he conveyed Pope 
Francis’ regards and on 15th 
he met   with Polish Prime 
Minister Beata Szydlo.

The Vatican Museums 
unveiled a new exhibit on 1st 
April focusing on the Swiss 
Guards. The photographic 
exhibition features the 
work of photographer Fabio 
Mantegna, who takes the 
viewer on a tour  of ‘The Life 
of a Swiss Guard. A private 
view.’ The exhibit runs until 
11 June, and there are plans to 
then take it to other countries.

NEW PHOTO EXHIBIT ON 
SWISS GUARDS OPENS AT 
VATICAN MUSEUMS

NIGERIAN BISHOPS 
URGE GOVERNMENT TO 
HASTEN EFFORT TO FREE 
ABDUCTEES

In the first week of April, Catholic officials attended the 
inauguration of a new mosque in Bangkok, it was an effort 
to foster interreligious dialogue, and harmony between their 
communities in Thailand. Both Muslims and Christians are 
minorities in the country, where some 93 percent of residents 
are Buddhist.

Cardinal Dolan, Archbishop of New York and chair of the 
Catholic Near East Welfare Association (CNEWA) spoke to the 
seminarians during his official visit to Iraqi Kurdistan. He spoke 
to the nearly 30 seminarians currently studying at St. Peter 
Patriarchal Seminary for the Chaldean Patriarchate in Erbil. He 
encouraged them saying,  “You, you will be the apostles. You 
will be the heralds. You will help convert the world.”

POPE FRANCIS BRINGS 12 
REFUGEES TO VATICAN

CARDINAL DOLAN TO IRAQI SEMINARIANS: YOU WILL 
CONVERT THE WORLD

CARD. PAROLIN 
CELEBRATES 1050th 
ANNIVERSARY OF POLAND’S 
CONVERSION

CHRISTIANS, MUSLIMS IN THAILAND GATHER TO PROMOTE 
HARMONY AND PEACE
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The month of April reminds us of holiness or 
sanctity or the calling of every Christian to be a 
saint. The first day of April is celebrated as all 
Fools Day but it is also the day on which Don 
Bosco was canonized or declared a saint by the 
church in the year 1934. This year is special 
because on 4th September Blessed Mother 
Teresa will be canonized or declared as a saint 
by the Catholic Church.  All this reminds us 
that holiness or sanctity is our calling. Every 
Christian is called to be a saint. At the heart 
of St. Paul’s teaching is that we are all called 
to holiness. “He chose us in him before the 
foundation of the world, that we should be holy 
and blameless before him.” (Eph. 1: 4). In the 
second letter to the Thessalonians he writes: 
“God chose you as the first to be saved by the 
Spirit’s power to make you his holy people and 
by your faith in truth.” (2 Thess. 2: 13).

Jesus spoke about holiness as being saved. 
The most famous statement in the Bible and a 
verse accepted by many to be the core of the 
Gospel message is John 3:16 – “for God loved 
the world so much that he gave his only Son, 
so that everyone who believes in him may not 
die but have eternal life.” The meaning is to be 

freed and delivered from sin. And verse 17: For 
God did not send his Son to judge the world but 
to save it. And in John 10:10 we read” “I have 
come in order that you may have life – life in all 
its fullness.” Hence sanctity is seen as fullness 
of life, in other words, to live like Sons and 
daughters of God. Jesus would go the extent of 
saying “Be perfect as your heavenly Father is 
perfect.” (Mt. 5:48). Or in the Gospel of Luke 
we read, “Be merciful just as your Father is 
merciful.” (Lk.  6:36). This is the theme of this 
Jubilee Year of Mercy. The call is to become 
loving, compassionate and merciful like the 
Father. The central theme of the famous 
parable of the Prodigal Son from chapter 15 
of Luke’s Gospel is not to be or not be like the 
younger son or elder son but to become like 
the Father.  St. Paul would write: “Since you 
are God’s dear children, you must try to be 
like him. Your life must be controlled by love, 
just as Christ loved us and gave his life for us 
as a sweet-smelling offering and sacrifice that 
pleases God.” (Eph. 5: 1-2). 

The word saint literally means “holy” or 
“blameless”  and, in the New Testament, saint 
referred to all who believed in Jesus Christ 

SAINTSCALLED
TO BE

JOE ANDREW SDB
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and followed his teachings. Saint Paul often 
addressed his epistles to “the saints” of a 
particular city (see, for instance, Ephesians 
1:1 and 2 Corinthians 1:1), and the Acts of 
the Apostles talks about Saint Peter going to 
visit the saints in Lydda (Acts 9:32). In the 
Acts of the Apostles we read in the context of 
conversion of St. Paul, “Lord, I have heard from 
many about this man (Saul), how much he has 
done to your saints in Jerusalem. 

The assumption was that those who followed 
Christ had been so transformed that they were 
now different from other men and women and, 
thus, should be considered holy. Very early 
on, however, the meaning of the word began 
to change. As Christianity began to spread, it 
became clear that some Christians lived lives 
of extraordinary, or heroic, virtue. While other 
Christians struggled to live out the gospel of 
Christ, these people were eminent examples of 
the moral virtues, and they easily practiced the 
theological virtues of faith, hope, and charity.

The word saint thus became more narrowly 
applied to such people, who were venerated 
after their deaths as saints, usually by the 
members of their local church or the Christians 
in the region where they had lived, because 
they were familiar with their good deeds. 
Eventually, the Catholic Church created a 
process, called “canonization,” through which 
such venerable people could be recognized as 
saints by all Christians everywhere.

Saints are the greatest gift of God to the 
Church and there are thousands of saints and 
they have achieved sanctity in many different 
ways. Some saints have used very painful 
ascetical methods to attain sanctity, others 
were great mystics and others have become 
saints through compassion and great charity. 
Persons like St. Francis de Sales and St. John 
Bosco made sanctity more sweet like honey 
and more easily attainable. The basics are the 
two commandments of Christ. We call this the 
vertical and horizontal dimension of holiness. 
We cannot spend a lot of time in prayer and 
then fail to love our neighbour or speak ill of 
them. There is a beautiful saying:” A man 

prayed and prayed on Sundays but went to hell 
for what he did on Mondays.” In holiness our 
Sundays and Mondays have to match, our life 
inside the church and outside the church have 
to go together. Our intimate relationship with 
God leads us to a beautiful relationship with 
our neighbours (family, friends, colleagues, the 
poor and needy, neighbours etc.). Faith/Prayer 
and love/compassion are the two sides of the 
same one  coin.  

Saints are virgins, wives and mothers, 
husbands and fathers; founders of religious 
orders; apostles, evangelists, popes, bishops, 
priests, monks, friars, brothers, nuns and 
sisters; teachers, pastors, those who worked 
with the underprivileged. They represent 
every age of the Church’s history and every 
inhabited continent on the Earth. They share 
one essential trait: they loved God and His 
people  more than they loved themselves. In the 
words of Pope Pius XI: “Indeed, the Saints have 
ever been, are, and ever will be the greatest 
benefactors of society, and perfect models 
for every class and profession, for every state 
and condition of life, from the simple and 
uncultured peasant to the master of sciences 
and letters, from the humble artisan to the 
commander of armies, from the father of a 
family to the ruler of peoples and nations, from 
simple maidens and matrons of the domestic 
hearth to queens and empresses.” ( Pope Pius 
XI (1922 - 1939), Divinus Illius Magistri, par. 
99.). 

It can be said that the origin of the holiness 
of Dominic Savio began when he heard Don 
Bosco explain in a sermon that holiness was 
within the reach of everyone.  “One Sunday Don 
Bosco spoke about becoming a saint, stressing 
three points which made a deep impression on 
Savio’s receptive soul: it is God’s will that we 
become saints; it is quite easy to do so; there is 
a great reward in heaven for one who becomes 
a saint.  Dominic later told Don Bosco: “I feel 
a deep yearning, an earnest need, to become 
a saint.  I never knew it could be so easy, but 
now I see that one can be happy and holy too, I 
definitely want to become a saint”. 
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One of the fundamental doctrines of our legal 
system is the benefit of the presumption of 
innocence of the accused till he is found guilty. 
In a democratic society even the rights of 
the accused are sacred, though accused of an 
offence, he does not become a non-person. 
Rights of the accused include the rights of the 
accused at the time of arrest, at the time of 
search and seizure, during the process of trial 
and the like. The accused in India have certain 
rights, the most important of which are found 
in the Indian Constitution.

Article 22 of the Indian Constitution reads 
as follows:  Protection against arrest and 
detention in certain cases -

(1) No person who is arrested shall be detained 
in custody without being informed, as soon as 
may be, of the grounds for such arrest nor shall 
he be denied the right to consult, and to be 
defended by, a legal practitioner of his choice.

(2) Every person who is arrested and detained 
in custody shall be produced before the 
nearest magistrate within a period of twenty-
four hours of such arrest excluding the time 
necessary for the journey from the place of 

arrest to the court of the magistrate and no 
such person shall be detained in custody 
beyond the said period without the authority 
of a magistrate.

Article 22 (1) and (2) confers four following 
fundamental rights upon a person who has 
been arrested :

i) Right to be informed, as soon as may be, of 
the grounds for such arrest.

ii) Right to consult and to be defended by a 
legal practitioner of his choice.

iii) Right to be produced before the nearest 
magistrate within twenty-four hours of his 
arrest excluding the time necessary for the 
journey from the place of arrest to the Court 
of Magistrate.

iv) Right not to be detained in custody beyond 
the period of twenty-four hours without the 
authority of the Magistrate. 

The Hon’ble Supreme Court, in D.K. Basu v. 
The State of West Bengal has given directions 
to be followed scrupulously after the arrest 
of an accused person. Failure to comply with 
the said directions shall render the concerned 

RIGHTS
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Police Officer liable for Departmental action 
and he will also be liable to be punished for 
contempt of Court. All Police Officers arresting 
an accused must therefore, follow these 
guidelines. The directions of the Supreme 
Court are as follows:

The Police Personnel carrying out the 
arrest and handling the interrogation of the 
arrestee should bear accurate, visible and 
clear identification and name tags with their 
designations.

The Police Officer carrying out the arrest of the 
arrestee shall prepare a memo of arrest at the 
time of arrest and such memo shall be attested 
by at least one witness, who may either be 
a member of the family of the arrestee or a 
respectable person of the locality from where 
the arrest is made. It shall also be counter 
signed by the arrestee and shall contain the 
time and date of arrest.

A person who has been arrested or detained 
and is being held in custody in a Police station 
or  interrogation centre or other lock-up, shall 
be entitled to have one friend or relative or 
other person known to him or having interest 
in his welfare being informed, as soon as 
possible.

The time, place of arrest and venue of custody 
of an arrestee must be notified by the Police 
where the next friend or relative of the arrestee 
lives outside the district or town through the 
Police Station of the area concerned within a 
period of 8 to 12 hours after the arrest.

The arrestee should, where he so requests, 
be also examined at the time of his arrest and 
major and minor injuries, if any present on 
his/her body, must be recorded at that time. 
The “Inspection Memo” must be signed both by 
the arrestee and the Police Officer affecting the 
arrest and its copy provided to the arrestee.

The arrestee should be subjected to medical 
examination by every 48 hours during his 
detention in custody by a doctor.

The arrestee may be permitted to meet his 
lawyer during interrogation, though not 
throughout the interrogation.

Special Rights of the Arrested Women:

If a woman is accused, she shall be treated with 
dignity, irrespective of the nature of the crime 
committed.

When an occasion to arrest a woman or to 
interrogate a woman witness arises, it is 
binding upon the police to keep a woman 
police personnel present.

Normally, neither women be arrested, nor 
called to a police station between sunset 
and sunrise. However, under exceptional 
circumstances, if it is necessary to arrest them 
or call them to a police station, it is binding 
upon the police to allow their relatives to stay 
with them.

Accused women are to be kept in the cells 
specially reserved for them. If there is no 
separate room for them, they are to be kept in 
the visitor’s room.

She can also choose to give her statement to 
lady police personnel. As far as practicable, 
a lady police officer shall be deputed for this 
job. If it is not possible, it shall be ensured 
that some local women must be present at the 
time of registration of FIR and recording of 
statement.
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Growing up in the turbulent post-conciliar 
period involved several conversions, including 
an opening up to John Paul II and to Ratzinger 
/ Benedict XVI. With regard to Pope Francis, 
instead, things are different: I like him; I feel 
good about his approach and all that he says; 
but I feel strangely jealous of the man. I envy 
his fantastic ability to communicate, to catch 
the attention of the world; his simplicity; the 
strength and courage of his leadership; most 
of all, his centredness, the way everything he 
says and does comes from a deep rootedness 
in Christ. So in fact, while feeling in deep 
agreement with the directions in which he 
is taking the church, I find myself not really 
reading what he is saying, not really digesting 
and absorbing his teaching and example. But 
these days, thanks to a Jesuit friend, I am 
reading Austen Ivereigh’s biography, with 
the title The Great Reformer: Francis and the 
Making of a Radical Pope. Gerard Whelan told 
me that this biography was definitely superior 
to the Vallely book, which tended to portray 
Bergoglio as a conservative right-leaning Jesuit 
who, after his ‘exile’ in Cordobá, underwent 
a conversion(See Paul Vallely, Pope Francis: 
Untying the Knots - the Struggle for the Soul of 
Catholicism).

Eager to get to the heart of the argument, I 
began in the middle: “The Leader Exiled.” 
Ivereigh always begins his chapters with an 
incident from the papal years, and he began this 
particular chapter with Pope Francis’ personal 
telephone call, the day after his election, to the 
Jesuit General. To my surprise I learnt that, in all 
his years as bishop and cardinal, Bergoglio had 
never once stayed at or even visited the Jesuit 
Curia – which is exactly a street away from the 
Vatican. (He used to rent a little room on Piazza 
Navona, and would make his way on foot to 
the Vatican.) The background is complicated. 
From his earliest years as provincial, Bergoglio 
followed what might be called “another” 
school of liberation theology – “the theology 
of the people.” This, you might say, was one of 
his “Salesian” choices – and he himself admits 
to have been accused of being “pro-Salesian.” 
The theology of the people is anti-elitist; it 
chooses to believe in the people rather than 
looking down on them and telling them what 
to do; it is what we today call “participatory.” 
So this is Bergoglio: a lower-middle class man 
who believes firmly in the people and respects 
them and their way of living out their faith, 
a pastor who “smells of the sheep”: his way 
of being present among the poorest of his 
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people is nothing short of amazing. But this 
choice seems to have got him on the wrong 
side of Jesuits who followed the other school 
of liberation theology, now associated with 
the likes of Alberto Menthol Ferré and Juan 
Perón Scannone, and it was this that led him 
to the two-year exile in Cordobá – an exile that 
was not wasted, but ended up in purifying, 
strengthening, deepening him. Certainly he 
must have been quite a character, if he decided 
quite on his own to stop his doctoral studies in 
Germany and come back to Argentina. And the 

Salesian roots must run deep, because what he 
did during his years as formator seems to be 
to be quite familiar: weekend ministry in the 
slums, catechism classes and even summer 
camps for the children and youth, visiting 
the families and listening to them, coming to 
their aid in times of need, not to talk of clerics 
walking about saying the rosary…. 

The involvement with liberation theology is 
familiar to people of my generation. As I was 
reading about the clash between the different 
schools and the fierce discussions among 
Jesuits, I could not help thinking that I might 
easily have fallen into the camp of Bergoglio’s 
critics, thinking of him as the classic 
conservative cleric quite unconcerned for 
issues of justice. But then, as you see the kind 
of things Bergoglio did, the deep contact with 
people, the way he risked his life to save Jesuits 
and other activists (very much highlighted in 
the recent movie, Chiamatemi Francesco), 
even those who he did not agree with – it puts 
you to shame. Here is a man who did not only 
think; he lived what he thought. And he had 
the courage to carry that kind of living right 
into his years as auxiliary bishop, archbishop 
and cardinal. No wonder he went on doing just 
that as pope. With the difference now that he 
seems more joyful, less dour, less private. As, 
interestingly, his evangelical pastor friends 
themselves testify. 

This is another side of Bergoglio that 
surprised me: his friendship with evangelicals. 
As archbishop and cardinal, he learned 
somewhere to befriend several pastors, at first 
joining anonymously in their prayer meetings, 
and then eventually allowing himself to go on 
stage, even to the extent of being prayed over. 
Ivereigh’s book contains some of the photos 
that scandalized people: their archbishop 
kneeling down with the pastors praying over 
them. Some ten days after his election as pope, 
four of his friends visited their friend Jorge in 

the Vatican. And one of them has even written 
a book about him. As usual Bergoglio does not 
cease to surprise. This is ecumenism at its best. 
Here is a man who will not hesitate to cross 
boundaries that even seasoned ecumenists 
have not cared to cross. Pope Francis allows 
himself to be carried by the wind that is the 
Spirit. 

Then there is Medellin, Puebla and Aparecida. 
If the pope comes across as simple and hardly 
doctrinal, if some in the church have a hard 
time accepting his metaphorical and beguiling 
language, it must come as a surprise that 
Bergoglio was one of the chief authors of the 
Aparecida document. Much of that document 
has poured into Evangelii Gaudium. There was 
a torrent inside that was waiting to be released. 
No wonder the pope apologizes for the length 
of the encyclical. What matters ultimately are 
actions; but sometimes nothing is as practical 
as a good theory. Right vision is not to be 
disparaged. Jesus taught us how to see right. 

Finally, this man who refused to give interviews 
in all his years as a bishop, is not only a 
great leader but also a great communicator. 
The wonderful thing is that, as I said at the 
beginning, his communication is spontaneous 
as well as genuine, because it comes from deep 
down, where he knows he is touched and loved 
by the Lord. His message is simple: Christ and 
the poor. And something in him reaches out 
and touches everyone. 

HERE IS A MAN WHO WILL NOT HESITATE TO CROSS BOUNDARIES THAT EVEN 
SEASONED ECUMENISTS HAVE NOT CARED TO CROSS. POPE FRANCIS ALLOWS 

HIMSELF TO BE CARRIED BY THE WIND THAT IS THE SPIRIT. 
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The season of Lent had just begun, and the 
people of Dijon had reason for their excitement. 
For the next six weeks they would host a very 
devout and articulate preacher: the new bishop 
of Geneva, Francis de Sales. The whole city 
was preparing for the event, directed by the 
president of the Parliament, Bénigne Frémyot. 

President Frémyot was perhaps the most 
excited of all the citizens of Dijon. His adult 
children and their families would also 
participate, with all of them living in his home 
for the length of the Lenten season. It would be 
a family reunion that would bring joy during 
the season of penance. 

Of his three children, the president’s younger 
daughter, Jane, had caused him most concern 
in recent months. The tragic death of her 
husband Christophe had left her disoriented, if 
not desperate. Christophe de Rabutin, Baron of 
Chantal and accomplished army commander, 
was wounded in a hunting accident just five 
days after the birth of his fourth child, and 
while he had resigned himself to God’s will, 
his wife Jane could not. She had sought every 
means of saving his life, but after a ten-day 
battle against fevers and infections, the young 
husband surrendered his soul to his Maker.

Jane was inconsolable. She had always been 
very communicative; now she seemed to be 
strangely distant, locked into silent endurance. 
Whenever they tried to speak with her, she 
only responded with a nod or a single word. 

Lent 1604 allowed President Frémyot to take 
the situation in hand. He demanded that Jane 
leave her father-in-law’s estates for the whole 
of Lent and bring her four children with her 
to Dijon. Normally she would have pointed 
out the inconvenience of being away from the 
farms and estates for such an extended period 
of time, but she quietly complied and moved 

her young son and three daughters into her 
father’s home in time for the start of Lent. 

Early on the evening of the first Friday of Lent 
Jane entered the church and waited for the 
sermon. She was struck by the preacher’s depth 
and simplicity. The young bishop seemed to 
open the sense of the Holy Scriptures for the 
congregation in a way that nobody else could. 
He brought his listeners right to the foot of the 
cross, and called them to look into the face of 
Jesus dying for the sins of all humanity. The 
preacher spoke in such a way that Jane felt she 
could actually see Jesus during his Passion. 
It was a startling experience. But it was also 
very consoling, for the crucified Jesus seemed 
to look into her heart and to understand her 
suffering in a way that she had not expected. 

The church emptied and as Jane walked to 
her father’s house, she heard many of her 
neighbors making comments that echoed what 
she herself experienced: this preacher speaks 
of Jesus as if he has actually seen him!

The first Lenten sermon had been outstanding. 
Jane did not think it could get any better, but 
she was mistaken. Every evening this Bishop, 
Francis de Sales, brought the gospel to life in a 
way that no one had ever done. Jane could not 
wait to hear more! Her faith came alive again 
and she seemed to regain her physical strength 
and her spiritual enthusiasm. 

Jane’s father noticed all these things. One 
morning as she spoke with him she said, “Oh! if 
only I could speak with Bishop Francis! if only 
I could confide in him, I might discover how to 
overcome my grief!”

Bénigne Frémyot listened thoughtfully and 
said, “My daughter, of course you may speak 
with him. Go and seek his guidance. He is a very 
holy and experienced bishop. I am convinced 
that God has blessed him with a discerning 
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heart, and has sent him among us to bring 
healing and reconciliation. Go and speak with 
him; pour out your heart. Do not be afraid.”

Jane followed her father’s advice, and met with 
Francis de Sales. She told him of her sorrows 
– of Christophe’s death, of family woes, and of 
the confusion that weighed on her heart. The 
bishop listened and nodded. When he spoke to 
her of God’s love, her heart became light and 
her spirit soared. She understood that she had 
been hungering for the Word of God, that is, for 
Jesus Himself. 

The Lenten season continued, and every 
evening more people came to hear Bishop 
Francis preach. He spoke tenderly about the 
Living Jesus, and as he explained the Holy 
Scriptures, he taught the basics about Christian 
discipleship, about Prayer that flows out of 
life and back into life, and about God as Love. 
As he did so, Jane felt herself drawn into the 
powerful embrace of divine Grace. She went 
to speak personally with him several times a 
week. Her fears and sorrows dissipated, as the 
dew in the morning sunshine. Jesus was that 
Sunshine, and Jane was changed.

Easter arrived all too quickly, but it was the 
most joyful Easter that Jane could remember. 
She was finally at peace in her own heart, able 
to place herself and her children in the loving 
hands of God. Bishop Francis would be leaving 
the following morning for his diocese, and Jane 
made one Easter request: “Allow me to write 
to you. I feel that you are teaching me how to 
discover God’s will. I feel I am getting close 
but I’m not there yet. Please continue your 
spiritual guidance through letters.” 

Francis de Sales agreed. Jane poured her heart 
and soul into her letters, trusting that Francis 
would direct her. She wanted to learn how 
to serve God in her everyday life… how to 
pray… how to raise her children in faith and 
responsibility… how to know God’s will for 
her. Francis responded with simplicity in letter 
after letter. He wrote: “I want you to have the 
spirit of liberty, not the kind that excludes 
obedience, but the freedom that excludes 
constraint, scruples and anxiety. Do all through 
love and nothing through constraint. With 
your son, inspire him with generosity to plant 
in his soul a courageous ambition to serve God; 
with your daughters, touch their hearts as do 
the angels, delicately and without coercion. … I 
finish this letter asking for your prayers which 
are a great help. How I need them! I never pray 
without including you in my petitions. May 
God be your very heart, mind and soul.”

Jane sought spiritual guidance from Francis 
through letters for six years. These letters 
allowed Francis to express his own simple 
spirituality, which is the foundation of the 
Salesian tradition: to seek God’s will in everyday 
life, and to put love for God and neighbor into 
action by living in Jesus’ presence. In 1610, 
Francis de Sales founded a little community 
for women together with Jane de Chantal. 
They called the community the “Visitation 
of Holy Mary.” It grew into one of the largest 
international religious orders in the Church. 

Jane Frémyot Rabutin de Chantal died on 13 
December 1641. She was canonized in 1767, 
and her feast day is observed every year on 12 
August.
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