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NEW DELHI, July 25
(IANS): The Supreme Court
has said that it was the
statutory duty of the state
governments to set up state
human rights commissions as
their absence makes access to
justice by the victims of the
human rights violation an
"illusion".

"The power of the state
governments under Section
21 to set up state human rights
commission in their respective
areas/territories is not a power
simpliciter but a power
coupled with the duty to
exercise such power," said a
bench of Justice T.S.Thakur
and Justice R. Banumathi in
their judgment on Friday.

"It is a matter of regret that
despite the National Human
Rights Commission itself
strongly and repeatedly
recommending setting up of
state commissions, the same
have not been set up," said
Justice Thakur pronouncing
the judgment.

The court directed Delhi,
Himachal Pradesh, Mizoram,
Arunchal Pradesh,

It is states' duty to set up human
rights commissions, says SC

Meghalaya, Tripura and
Nagaland to set up human
rights commissions as it noted
the Delhi had the second
highest number of complaints
of human rights violations
lodged with the National
Human Rights Commission.

The court also noted the
submission by senior counsel
and amicus curiae Abhishek
Manu Sighvi in the matter that
the NHRC's report on its 20th
foundation day said that of the
94,985 fresh cases registered
before it, the largest number -
46,187 - came from Uttar
Pradesh followed by 7,988

from Delhi and 6,921 from
Haryana.

"So also, it is not the case
of the northeastern states
where such commissions
have not been set up that there
are no violations of human
rights in those states.

"The fact that most if not
all the states are affected by
ethnic and other violence and
extremist activities calling for
curbs affecting the people
living in those areas resulting,
at times, in the violation of
their rights cannot be
disputed," the court said
emphasizing the need for

setting SHRCs in
northeastern states.

"Such occurrence of
violence and the state of
affairs prevailing in most of
the states cannot support the
contention that no such
commissions are required in
those states as there are no
human rights violations of
any kind whatsoever," the
judgment said.

It brushed aside the plea
of financial constraints in
setting up the SHRCs saying
"there is no real basis for the
contention that financial
constraints prevent these
states from setting up their
own commissions".

The court's directions on
a PIL by Calcutta High Court's
former judge, Justice
D.K.Basu seeking direction to
prevent the violation of
human rights. The court in a
slew of directions has directed
installing of CCTV cameras in
prisons, setting of special
human rights courts, positing
of atleast two woman officers
at every police stations and
others.

Staff Reporter
TURA, July 25: While the
sight of wooden bridges that
line National Highway (NH)
62 in South Garo Hills (SGH)
is a common sight, recently
breakdown in these bridges
has left various sections of
the district incommunicado.
An overloaded truck (ML 08
D 2886) carrying cement on
Saturday added to the
growing number of rickety
bridges breaking down. The
truck got stuck in a weak
section of the bridge and
disrupted road
communication between
Baghmara and Rongara, 35
kms away.

The truck was on its way
to Rongara from Baghmara.
The breakdown of the truck
took place at around 5:30
am on Saturday morning on
the bridge which falls along
the NH 62 located a few
meters away from the lone
petrol pump at Baghmara.

Meanwhile the
breakdown of the bridge has
led to the Garo Students
Union - Southern Zone
(GSU-SZ) blaming the
national highway division of
Baghmara for the incident.

“The truck stuck over the
bridge has caused great
inconvenience to the public,

Overloaded truck stuck on rickety
bridge, disrupts 35 kms of traffic

which has put a halt on road
communication system”,
said the publicity secretary of
GSU- SZ, Chingsrang Marak.

The NGO blamed the
PWD (roads) department for
failing to fulfill the demand of
improving road connectivity
in SGH. “The concerned
department has received
severe condemnation from
various organizations but
they have remained
unmoved and unaware of the
sorry state of affairs in the
district”, Marak added.

Taking a dig at the poor
maintenance of roads in the
district, the GSU-SZ said that
the weak wooden bridge in

the SGH region along NH 51
and 62 is posing a serious
challenge on the people who
have to take this route.

Marak also informed that
all along NH 51 and 62 in
SGH, there are many
stretches which need urgent
repair. “We condemn the sick
and ill fated performance of
National Highway division
of Baghmara”, the GSU-SZ
added.

A total of 24 wooden
bridges line the stretch of
road on NH 62, most of which
fall within SGH and there has
been a huge clamour for
these to be upgraded into
RCC ones.Staff Reporter

SHILLONG, July 25: The
Under – 14 State Level
Subroto Cup 2015 has landed
itself into controversy after a
participating team has
registered its protest after
alleging that the Tournament
Committee has violated its
own rules and regulations.

Students and teachers of
a school from South West
Khasi Hills on Saturday
registered strong protest
against the Tournament
Committee (TC) of the State
Level Subroto Cup, 2015 for
allegedly having violated its
own framed rules.

Students and teachers of
Nativity Higher Secondary
School, Mawkyrwat on

Subroto Cup 2015 caught in controversy
Saturday staged a protest
after the TC ruled that
Nativity School was to play
H Elias Higher Secondary
School, Shillong in one of the
semi – final games of the
tournament.

The protest came about
after H. Elias had turned up an
hour late for their previous
match but was allowed to
play a ‘re-scheduled’ game
against their slated
opponents Dreamland
Academy, Ampati which,
according to Nativity is in
blatant violation of the rules
of the tournament.

Quoting Rules and
Regulation for State Level
Subroto Mukherjee Cup
Football Tournament for

both Boys & Girls 2015,
Nativity team manager, F
Lyngdoh said, “As per Rule
13 it has clearly states that - in
the event of any team
reporting 15 minutes after the
schedule time, that team shall
be ‘debarred’ for future
participation.”

Nativity has also
threatened to lodge
complaint to higher authority
on the manner the TC is
organizing the tournament.

According to the
protestors, on July 23, the
match was scheduled to be
played between the H Elias
Higher Secondary School,
Shillong Vrs Dreamland
Academy, Ampati at 10 am.

Our Correspondent
GUWAHATI, July 24: The
Department of Mass
Communication, Assam Don
Bosco University (ADBU) in
association with Mediahype,
is organizing ‘imageind-2015’,
a unique 3-day National
Photography Competition,
Exhibition and Workshop
from August 21 to 23, 2015 at
Don Bosco School, Panbazar,
Guwahati under the theme
‘Photography For A Cause’.

 “The event imageind
2015 is organised on the
occasion of World
Photography Day (August
19) to create awareness on
social issues among common
people, on issues such as
environment pollution, plight

National photography competition champions people’s cause

of women and children, as well
as people’s livelihood,” says
event chairman, Fr CM Paul.

“The event aims to create a

platform for young talents and
professionals, as well as
encourage and boost up the
creative spirit in them through

photography for a social cause,”
says event partner and CEO of
Mediahype, Ujjal Borah.

Assistant Professor and

Program Director, Kaushik
Bhuyan adds, “We shall
contribute a part of the
proceedings from this
initiative to serve the street
children and elderly people in
the society through identified
NGOs already working in
these two fields.”

Addressing media
persons, ADBU Pro-Vice
chancellor, Fr Joseph
Nellanattu encouraged media
persons to partner with
ADBU to exercise their social
responsibility and create
awareness about
environment pollution, plight
of women and children and
urgent need of ensuring
livelihood for the poor.

Continued to Page 03

AGARTALA, July 25
(IANS): Guwahati and five
other cities in the northeast
will be developed as solar
cities to reduce dependency
on conventional energy, a
top official has said.

The six cities - Guwahati
and Jorhat in Assam, Kohima
and Dimapur in Nagaland,
Itanagar in Arunachal
Pradesh and Agartala in
Tripura - will be developed
under the Development of
Solar Cities Programme of the
union ministry of new and
renewable energy (MNRE),
the official of the Tripura's
urban development

Continued to Page 03

Staff Reporter
SHILLONG, July 25: A
three day blood donation
camp got underway at the
premises of North Eastern
Indira Gandhi Regional
Institute of Health and
M e d i c a l
Sciences (NEIGRIHMS)
here on Saturday. The blood
donation camp is being
organized by All Arunachal
Pradesh Student Union
(AAPSU) in collaboration
with Arunachal Student
Union Shillong (ASUS) on

AAPSU, ASUS hold 3 – day blood
donation camp at NEIGRIHMS

Six 'solar cities' to be developed in northeast
department said.

"To reduce dependency
on conventional energy, the
Tripura government has
already launched an
ambitious plan to make
Agartala a solar city by
initially replacing 10 percent
of the power use by solar
energy," the official said.

Gradually, the number of
street lights and other lights
at important locations would
be replaced by solar lights
and Agartala city would
become the first solar city in
the northeast region in the
next few years, the official
added.

"Solar power is a
sustainable and viable
source of energy. The
electricity crisis cannot be
solved unless we use non-
conventional energy such as
solar power in a big way," the
official noted.

As part of the project,
solar hot water systems
would be installed in all
hotels, nursing homes,
school hostels, government
circuit houses and
bungalows, hospitals and
health centres, tourist
lodges, temples and the
governor`s residence.

Continued to Page 03

July 25, 27 and 28.
The theme of the camp

is ”need is constant,
gratification is constant,
donate blood”, the
objective of which is to
helpneedy patients and
mostly those who are unable
to avail blood in the hours of
need.

The team of AAPSU led
by General Secretary, Biru
Nasi and Convener Tadar
Kakum arrived and donated
blood at NEIGRIHMS. Over
100 students are
participating on the
o c c a s i o n .  O n
Saturday alone, 45 units of
blood was collected, which
will we directly going to cited
based hospitals.

Speaking on the
occasion, Nasi said, “This
kind of noble gesture should
become a more regular
feature and youths should
be encouraged to participate
and be responsible towards

the society as Arunachalee
patients arrive here every
now and then for
treatment”.

According to the
information presented on the
occasion, only 50 percent of
the country’s blood
requirement is fulfilled
through such blood
donation camps. Hence,
there is a need to create
awareness amongst youth
for active participation in
such a noble cause, said
Medical Superintendent
of NEIGRIHMS, Bhaskar
Borgohain, who whole
heartily supported and
encouraged the youths.

ASUS President,
Ngurang Nana thanked
AAPSU for coming forward
to help the organization in
this noble deed and also
expressed his gratitude
towards NEIGRIHMS for
providing the venue for the
noble event.

IMPHAL, July 25: The third
meeting of the Drafting
Committee, set up by the
MAnipur government as a
response to the strong
demand of the Manipuri
public and the JCILPS for
implementation of ILP in the
state, was held on Saturday.

The meeting was held on
Saturday afternoon at the Old
Secretariat Office of Minister
Th Devendro, the Chairman
of the five-membered
Committee. The other
members are MLAs Dr Ng

Drafting Committee meets, ILP
protest continues in Manipur

Bijoy, RK Anand, N Biren and
Special Secretary Home M
Yaiskul.

Apart from the Committee
members, legal experts
belonging to High Court Bar
Association and All Manipur
Bar Association also
attended the meeting.

Devendro, while
addressing a press briefing
after the meeting said,
“Today’s (Saturday’) meeting
discussed categorically on the
five key points kept by JCILPS
to the government. The experts

discussed on the possibility of
the inclusion (and exclusion
also, if the need arises)
regarding the five points.”

Devendro also
announced that the drafting
of the new Bill, most likely to
be favoured by the public, will
be completed very soon,
hopefully in the next two-
three days.

The press meet was also
attended by the other
members of the committee and
the legal experts.

Continued to Page 03

RTC to celebrate
Tagore’s
birthday

Staff Reporter
SHILLONG, July 25: The
Rabindranath Tagore Club in
collabaration with Laban
Bengalee Boys’ Higher
Secondary School will be
celebrating Birth Anniversary
of Rabindranath Tagore on
August 2, 2015.

There will also be a Prize
Distribution Ceremony of 8th

Inter Shillong Cultural Meet,
2015and Sarodiyo
Competition, 2014 cum
Souvenir Release function
on the day from 2:30 pm.

The event which will be
held at U - Soso Tham
Auditorium, Shillong will be
graced by Laban MLA and
MDC, Sanbor Shullai as its
chief guest.

Food safety
maintenance at

Chandel
IMPHAL, July 25: Being
located nearby Myanmar
border, Chandel district is the
gateway through which
many food items from
Myanmar are being brought
into the state. In such a
situation, the Food Safety
Office at Bongyang area of
Chandel district is carrying
out its responsibility to
ensure availability of safe
foods in Manipur.

Regarding this, a press
meet was held on Saturday
at Bongyang by Food
Safety Officer of Chandel
district, Alvison Thomas at
his office.

Alvison said, “Since
2011, the state government
has been strictly monitoring
food items that are being
brought into the state on
whether those are safe or
not. This has been done
under the Food Safety
Standard Act of India.
Usually, items brought in
Myanmar side such as tin
fish cans, tobacco items,
instant food such as Miko,
Haahaa, tamarind pickles are
not safe.”

On asked about the
steps taken up by his office
against those who violated
the Act, Alvison further
stated, “Those who are
responsible in bringing
such harmful items, inspite of
knowing the government’s
ban, are punished by
imposing fines. The fine may
range from one lakh rupees
to 2 lakhs, depending on the
quantity of the food items
involved.”

He appealed the public
not to consume such
harmful and unsafe food
items and to keep in mind
what items are being banned
and which are not, by the
government.

(Newmai News Network)

Water level in
Mapithel Dam

rises, locals alarmed
IMPHAL, July 25: Locals in
and around areas of Mapithel
Dam (also known as Thoubal
Multipurpose Project)  on
Saturday protested after the
water level of the dam rose
beyond the danger level.

According to them, the
earth dams built as a part of
the project have also started
leaking.

For the past few days,
fearing the possible harm
that may happen due to the
rise in water levels, villagers
deserted their villages and
flocked to the highland
areas in the hills for safety.

On Saturday, the angry
villagers came out in large
numbers and protested
against the inaction of the
dam officials by blocking
roads.

On the other hand,
officials of the department
concerned clarified that
villagers need not panic as
the water level is still short of
the danger mark by 12
metres. According to the
officials, the height of the
danger mark of this dam is
874 metres, whereas the
present water level has
reached 862 metres. They
also appealed the public not
to worry as there is no
danger posed at all.

(Newmai News Network)


