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About a decade ago, the higher education 
scene in northeast India was considered 
backward in terms of the number of 

institutions of higher learning. Today, higher and 
technical educational scenario of the Northeastern 
region has drastically changed. Besides a 
mushrooming of private universities, each of its 
eight states have a central university and National 
Institute of Technology, an Indian Institute of 
Technology, and Indian Institute of Management 
in the region.

In 2014, for the first time, Northeast India as a 
separate region listed 42 institutions of higher 
learning spread out in the eight sister states - 
Assam, Arunachal Pradesh, Manipur, Meghalaya, 
Mizoram, Nagaland, Tripura, and Sikkim. In 
Assam alone there are as many as 18 institutes 
including INIs, deemed, central and private 
universities and institutes that also include most 

Higher Education in Northeast India:
Don Bosco University Sets Trends

of the top Engineering Colleges in Assam and 
North East India.

According to UNESCO Report, in the 21st 
century “higher education is the mandate to 
bridge the knowledge gap between countries and 
communities enriching dialogues between people, 
culture, international living and networking of 
ideas, research and technologies.” 

The institutions where post 10+2 education 
is provided are generally regarded as higher 
educational institutions. Hence, the central 
and state governments need to improve the 
infrastructure of these institutions and attract 
serious students and retain talented faculty so 
that there is a visible improvement in the quality 
of higher education. It will also help dissuade 
students of the north-east from going to other 
parts of the country for higher education.

Assam Don Bosco University, Guwahati
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Academic Innovation and Leadership
“Assam Don Bosco University strives to offer cutting 

edge courses to open up new vistas to students, empower 
them in critical thinking to take leadership roles with 

innovation and entrepreneurship - in Education, Social 
Work, Social Media and other disciplines” 

- Dr Stephen Mavely SDB,  
Vice Chancellor, Assam Don Bosco University,

Skill Tree Foundation’s winner of Education Evangelist 2014

Training & Placement
“The Campus placements this year are showing good statistics with 
increased number of companies visiting as well as more numbers of 

candidates securing excellent job offers. We at ADBU believe that where 
there are quality students, there will be quality recruitments” 

- Mr Shahnowaz Hussain
ADBU Training and Placement Officer

Higher Education Impact
It is common knowledge that 

the northeast India region’s 
development is impeded by 
certain inherent difficulties such 
as inadequate infrastructure, 
adverse climatic conditions 
and mountainous landscape. 
Often the region’s peace and 
social life is disturbed by border 
clashes and ethnic tensions, and 
extortion demands by numerous 
militant outfits. 

The literacy rate in many of 
these states is above the rest 
of the country. Hence skilled 
human resources must be 
pressed into service to exploit 
the local resources such as tea, 
timber, tourism, oil, coal and bio-
resources, which offer immense 
potential for the economic 
progress of the region. 

The Don Bosco Society 

consisting of missionary fathers, brothers and sisters who came to 
northeast India in 1922 have contributed immensely to the spread of 
primary and secondary education in collaboration with government 
agencies in the far flung and remote areas of the region. After some 
80 years, today, their successors, both religious priests and sisters, 
and diocesan clergy, deemed it necessary to venture set up a Catholic 
University to offer opportunity for higher education to the youth of 
the region. 

Don Bosco School of Management, Guwahati
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It is also hoped that this higher 
education initiative would help 
plug the exodus of hundreds of 
students from the region who 
migrate to “hostile situations” 
in metro cities where they are 
exposed to racial discrimination 
and often fall prey to hostile 
attitudes and behavior.

Assam Don Bosco University
Established on 29 March 2008, 

Assam Don Bosco University 
(ADBU), the first Don Bosco 
University in the English 
speaking world, is located at 
Guwahati, Assam. It was set up as 
a response to the felt educational 
needs of the people of Northeast 
India by Salesians of Don Bosco 
Guwahati province.

Ever since the establishment 
of St. Edmund’s College (1924) 
and St. Anthony’s College (1934) 
both in Shillong, Meghalaya, 
the Catholic Church has set up 
and run a number of higher 
educational institutions in 
North-East India. 

The impact of Catholic presence 
in the field of higher education 
has been felt in Northeast India 
in every conceivable field as 
these institutions have been the 
cradles of formation of persons 
who matter in academia, politics, 

business, civil administration, the judiciary and the ecclesiastical circles. Among the religious, the 
Salesians have major share of schools and colleges spread out in three provinces in northeast India with 
their province headquarters at Guwahati (Assam), Dimapur (Nagaland) and Shillong (Meghalaya).

The ADBU Registrar Dr Basil Koikara notes, “From the recent educational interventions of the Govt. of 
Assam it is becoming evident that ADBU is being promoted as a bench mark for private universities in 
the state.”
ADBU School of Technology is adjudged among Top 50 Private T-Schools of India with an 
Eastern India rank of No.7  and all India rank of no.46
by Dataquest Magazine’s Best Technical School Survey 2015.

DEGREE PROGRAMS
The first Catholic university and the only NAAC (National Assessment and Accreditation Council) 

accredited private university in the region - ADBU functions through its five constituent units, which 
correspond to the five Schools - Technology, Humanities & Social Sciences, Commerce & Management, 
School of Applied Sciences, and Distance Education. 

Student Development 
Program

The ADBU Student 
Development Programs 

helped me a lot to develop 
qualities which were very 
relevant during my Staff 

Selection Board Interview 
for the Indian Navy which 
I could sail through. It has 
also helped me in making 

friends, and to express my 
feelings to the officers. 

The aptitude test and mock 
interviews have also helped 

me a lot 

- Atique Hussain
Batch of 2015 (ECE), Indian Navy

Friendly Management 
and Faculty

ADBU has provided us with a 

lot of opportunities to grow 

intellectually and  

to be dependable human 

beings. The management 

and the faculty members are 

very friendly as well  

as concerned about our  

well-being. It has 

also provided us with 

opportunities for our future 

in terms of placements 

- Sukanya Bhattacharjya
Batch of 2015 (ECE), Tech 

Mahindra
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School of Technology
Situated at Azara on Guwahati Airport Road is 

ADBU’s first constituent college which offers four 
year degree program in B.Tech (Civil, Mechanical, 
Computer Science, Electrical, and Electronics), 
two year M.Tech (Computer Science, Electronics, 
and Electrical, Civil), as well as five and a half year 
MTM – integrated B.Tech-MBA, and BCA-MCA. 

Hostel facilities at Azara campus can 
accommodate 200 girls and 200 undergraduate 
boys, and some 150 post graduate men and 
women in separate hostels. There are a total of 
1,200 students in the Engineering program.

School of Commerce & Management
Located in the idyllic Ramsai Hills, Kharguli, 

Guwahati Don Bosco Institute of Management 
offers two year MBA degree (Trimester system) 
program which has 100 students with its own 
hostels for men and women.

School of Humanities & Social Sciences
School of Social Sciences currently situated 

at Azara offers Master’s degree in Social Work, 
Convergent Media & Technologies, Educational 
Leadership, and Psychological Counseling with 
a combined strength of some 180 students.MA 
degree in Child Rights & Development offered 
from Snehalaya Guwahati, a centre for the 
rehabilitation of street children has 37 students.

In July 2015, School of Social Sciences will move 
to ADBU’s permanent campus at Tapesia, a 500-
acre tea plantation, situated at 17kms from the 
state capital Dispur.

The first batch of 16 students in the School of 
Applied Sciences based at Azara pursues MSc in 
Physics (Electronics & Instrumentation, and Nano 
Sciences). Integrated MSc-PhD in Microbiology, 
Biochemistry, and Biotechnology courses will start 
on 30 July 2015.

Professional Free Open Source Software
“Today a media professional needs to connect with her/his audience 

across multiple platforms - broadcast, mobile, on-line, social media and 
other new platforms. The MA degree course in Convergent Media and 

Technologies in the Dept. of Mass Communication provides this multi-
platform environment to help students build their skills-conceptual 

and technical to produce new digital content. This is the only MA course 
where students are taught to create multi-platform media content 

using professional Free and Open Source Software”  

- Mr. Kaushik Bhuyan
Jamia Millia Islamia Alumnus and

Asst. Professor at ADBU

Mentoring Program
The journey of four years at Assam Don Bosco University has been a 

great learning experience for me. Here, every student has his/her own 
mentor who guides and helps them throughout. Meetings at scheduled 
intervals are held and also the students can approach their mentors at 

any point of time to discuss improvements, strengths and limitations in 
any field. The university emphasizes overall development of the student 

and helps them to be a better professional apart from being a better 
person and to shape their bright future 

- Shaheen Akhtar Wahab
Batch of 2015 (CVE), Tech Mahindra
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Doctoral Studies (PhD)

ADBU’s Department of 
Research currently offers 
PhD programs in 18 streams 
(Biotechnology, Chemical 
Sciences, Civil Engineering, 
Corporate Governance, 
Comparative Religion, 
Computer Science Engineering, 
Education, Electrical & 
Electronics Engineering, 
Electronics & Communication 
Engineering, Entrepreneurship, 
Human Resources Management, 
Language Studies, Marketing 
Management, Mass 
Communication, North 
East India Studies, Physics, 
Psychology and Counseling, and 
Social Work). 

The first batch of seven 
research scholars registered in 
2012 will be awarded PhD degree 
at the annual convocation in 
September 2015. Currently there 
are 262 PhD scholars registered 
with ADBU.

Online & Distance Education 
(DBU GLOBAL) offers degree 
courses in MBA and MCA. 
Degree program in Religious 
Studies, Philosophy, and Human 
Rights are to be introduced 
shortly. Some 6,000 students 
from 128 countries are currently 
enrolled in the program. 
(Fr. C.M. Paul is Head of Mass 
Communication department at Assam 
Don Bosco University, Guwahati.)

Assam Don Bosco University Milestones

MILESTONES
Technology and Engineering (B.Tech) courses start at 
Azara on 11 August;  
Assam State Government passed the ‘Assam Don Bosco 
University Ordinance,  
2008’ on 3 December; 
Formal inauguration of the university on 6 December by 
Assam State Chief Minister, Shri Tarun Gogoi.

‘Assam Don Bosco University Act, 2009’ published in 
the Gazette of Assam, 12 Feb; 
Computer Science (MCA) course starts at Azara on 20 
August; Management (MBA) course starts at Don Bosco 
Institute at Kharghuli, 29 August.

On-Line and Distance Education www.dbuglobal.com 
starts on 8th December.

First batch of 33 MBA students was awarded their  
degrees on 9 June. 
Civil Engineering (B Tech) course starts, 26 July. 
Social Work (MSW) and Technology (M.Tech) courses 
start, 23 August. 
22 PhD scholars started course work in 8 disciplines, 23 
August.

First annual Convocation of Don Bosco University held, 
19 September.

Master’s degree courses in Educational Leadership 
(MEL) and Psychological Counseling (MPC) started in 
July.

Master’s degree in Mass Communication - Convergent 
Media & Technology (MA-CMT) and Physics (MSc) 
started on 31 July.

Integrated MSc-PhD in Microbiology, Biochemistry, 
and Biotechnology (School of Applied Sciences) and In-
tegrated 5-year BCA-MCA and M.Tech-Civil Engineer-
ing (School of Technology) scheduled to start on 30 July.
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Leadership, and Psychological Counseling 
with a combined strength of some 180 students.
MA degree in Child Rights & Development 
offered from Snehalaya Guwahati, a centre for the 
rehabilitation of street children has 37 students.

In July 2015, School of Social Sciences will move 
to ADBU’s permanent campus at Tapesia, a 500-
acre tea plantation, situated at 17kms from the 
state capital Dispur.

Teacher-Student Relation
The uniqueness of Don Bosco fraternity is that here the teacher-student 
relationship is like friendship. We need not run around after teachers. 

They help us for our all-round development.  
Here, I have found the saying holds true “If students fail, the teachers 

consider themselves failed” 

- Dipankar Acharjee
Batch of 2015 (EEE), L&T InfoTech  


