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NHRC member addresses PG students, decries AFSPA

A retired Supreme Court judge and
member of the National Human Rights
Commission addressed ADBU
postgraduate students and decried the
obnoxious AFSPA imposed in the
northeastern states of Manipur,
Nagaland and Assam as gross human
rights violation.

The 1958 act termed archaic is
“gross violation of the human rights of
the people of the region,” said Justice
Cyriac Joseph who was a Judge of
Supreme Court of India from July 2008
to January 2012. He was addressing
some 50 students of the School of
Social Sciences at Assam Don Bosco
University, 21 November on “Protection
of Human Rights.”

After elaborating on the Human
Rights enshrined in the Constitution of
India, Justice Cyriac dwelt upon Art 32
which grants constitutional remedy to

enforce fundamental rights.
“Protection of human rights is not

only the duty of the state but also of the
individual citizen,” said Justice Cyriac
underlining the role judiciary plays in
the protection of human rights.

Dwelling on the
pathetic record of HR
violation prevalent in
northeast India especially
through corruption,
custodial torture and
death, encounter deaths, racist attacks
on northeast students in Delhi and
elsewhere, Justice Cyriac termed
“AFSPA as the instrument of
oppression and human rights violation.”

Quoting Modi government
appointed chairman of joint intelligence
committee (JIC) RN Ravi’s article in
The Statesman (10 July 2012) entitled:
The biggest impediment to peace,”

NHRC member criticized the Armed
Forces Special Powers Act (AFSPA) in
the North East region, terming it a
shame in a democratic country.

RN Ravi, the former Special
Director of the Intelligence Bureau had

surprised the top
brass of Indian
security agencies
when he opposed
AFSPA and claimed
it was the biggest

impediment to the restoration of peace
in the NorthEast.

Ravi, served for over 22 years in
garnering and analyzing intelligence
inputs on insurgency in the North East,
Jammu and Kashmir, and terror
support from across the border.

AFSPA is a legal prophylactic which
provides India’s armed forces and
operational adjuncts such as Assam

Rifles and Rashtriya Rifles both
immunity and impunity in areas that
AFSPA is enforced.

The sweep includes the standard
modus operandi of shooting to kill, if
need be, anybody breaching law and
order, ranging from a gathering of five
or more unarmed protesters to those
possessing weapons; to destroying
suspected arms dumps and places
thought to harbour any manner of rebel
or sympathizer.

The AFSPA allows “any
commissioned officer, warrant officer,
noncommissioned officer or any other
person of equivalent rank in the armed
forces may, in a disturbed area”, do so.

Justice Cyriac served as Chief
Justice of Uttarakhand, Karnataka, and
Supreme Court Judge before retiring in
2013 and appointed member of
national Human Rights Commission.

Rtd. Supreme Court Juatice Cyriac Joseph, member of NHRC, addressing the PG students of Assam Don Bosco University

"Protection of
human rights is not
only the duty of the
state but also of the
individual citizen"

Assam Don Bosco University
(ADBU) pledges support for science
and technology projects of higher
secondary schools in the state as part
of its corporate social responsibility
program.

Director of ADBU School of
Technology Prof. Manoranjan Kalita
made the pledge at the end of the day
long Science and Technology fest
christened Bosco Tech Fest 2014, the
first of its kind organized in the state, 1
November.

“We would like to promote science
and technology to ensure
entrepreneurship in northeast India. To
achieve this aim the ADBU School of
Technology and its five departments
will help institutions who wish to
collaborate both academically and
technically,” said Prof Kalita pledging

t

he university’s commitment.
Some 130 of senior students of 10

Higher Secondary schools from the
state participated at the five events
held at its Azara campus in Guwahati.

ADBU pledges support for school science projects

Whatever is beautiful.
Whatever is meaningful.

Whatever brings you
happiness.

May it be yours this holy
season of Christmas

and throughout the coming
year.

Assam Don Bosco University PHD batch 2014 with V.C and the Research faculty

The annual appreciation day brought
together over 200 faculty and staff
along with their family members for a
daylong program at its permanent
campus at Tapesia Garden about one
–hour drive from Azara campus.

They arrived in three buses and
scores of private cars to the 500acre
tea garden retreat to start off the day
with a short thanksgiving service
followed by breakfast in a tastefully
decorated tea collection point.

For the games session the entire
group went on a trek to a flat area in the
garden some 600 meters away walking
along a babbling brook flanked by tea
covered hills for a free for all tugowar
where winners got a jar of toffee.

Several party games followed
dragging in young and old. Besides ball
games and music, there was a hunt for
smiley’s competition where four teams
of 20 members each scampered up two

hills covered with tea bushes to recover
hidden yellow rubber balls. Winners got
individual prizes, while runners up got
group prizes.

The faculty and staff surprised the
Vice Chancellor Dr Stephen Mavely
celebrating his belated birthday, 20
November, as he was away in visiting
Europe and America. Besides a huge
cake, they also gifted him with books
and other memorabilia.

After a sumptuous lunch at the
breakfast spot, the group went to the
University Camp Office for “Jashane
Shaam Don Bosco ke naam” a unique
program first of its kind at appreciation
day. It included songs and carols to hail
the Christmas season in the backdrop of
a winter’s setting sun.

The HR Director Ms Juhi Baruah and
her team of young faculty and staff
members executed the day’s program.

ADBU says “Thank You” to faculty and
staff at Tapesia Garden
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Puppet Show Held on Social Issues at ADBU campus

The students of MA in Convergent
Media & Technologies, divided into four
teams put up a puppet show on four
burning social issues as part of their
Traditional Media in the class room on
7th November. The students made
presentations on the social evils of
abortion, dowry, racism and the ill
effects of self medication with the help
of glove puppets they made. They
performed each theme with the help of
a prerecorded track with their own
voiceover narration and editing.

Students made puppets with socks,
gloves, cotton, wool, bottons, and color
paper.

“It was a great experience making
the puppets and perform the show by
ourselves and we enjoyed it,” says Risa
Laloo one of the participants.

Guests at the show included
Controller of Examinations Fr. Francis
Fernandez , Registrar Dr. Basil Koikara,
Director of Social Sciences Dr. Riju
Sharma and various members of the
faculties and students from different
departments.

By popular demand, from Registrar
Dr. Basil Koikara and the director of
School of Social Sciences Dr. Riju
Sharma requested the students to
perform the same for the common
assembly on 19th November and for
the local high school children who come
for free evening tuition on 20th
November.

Mr. Kaushik Bhuyan Asst. Teacher
of Mass Com dept. helped at the
preparation and organisation of the
unique show.

Varsity addresses hazards of
Electronic Gadgets

ADBU, the dept of ECE, School of
technology, organised a day
symposium on Advancements in
Electronics and Communication
Technology: Issues and Challenges
2014 (SAECT2014) on 8th November.

More than 100 students and faculty
took part from various institutions of
Guwahati.

Prof. Ratnajit Bhattacharjee, Head,
Dept. of EEE, IIT Guwahati spoke on
“Potential biological and environmental
impacts of EM radiation from wireless
cellular telephone systems: An
Overview”. He stated that EM waves
and living cells interact with each other
which may lead to health problems.

Discussing the topic “Cardiac
information from ECG signal” Prof.
Samarendra Dandapat, Dept. of EEE,
IIT Guwahati, talked about the electric
signals that carry information in our
body and the generation of ECG
signals by heart.

Dr. Kandarpa Kumar Sarma, Asst
Prof, Dept. of ECT, Guwahati
University, presented “Environment
and Health Hazards of Electronics and
Communication Technology: An
Impending Challenge” giving
importance to the developmental
benefits in communication.

Speaking on “E waste issues and
challenges” Dr. Navajit Saikia, Asst
Prof, Dept. of E&TE, Assam
Engineering College mentioned that,
globally 50 million tons of ewastes are
produced per year with an average
growth rate of 8.8%, and that mobile
phones’ waste will increase by 7% to
10 % by 2020. He urged the
participants to help decrease ewaste.

In conclusion, Dr. Sunandan
Baruah suggested creating a face book
page dedicated to bring the awareness
among the youth about the health and
environmental hazards due to the use
of electronic system.

Mass Communication students hold Photo Exhibition on Child Rights Day

On the occasion of the Child Rights
Day the first semester students of
Mass Communication (MA in
Convergent Media and Technologies)
held a photo exhibition on the theme
“Colours” on 20th and 21st of
November at the university campus.

There was a tough challenge in
selecting the theme and at last majority
of the students chose “Colours” as the
theme. Students tried to explore the
theme in all its shades.

Pro Vice Chancellor Fr. Joseph
Nellanatt SDB inaugurated the
exhibition at the morning assembly and
encouraged the students for their hard
work.

Each student developed three
photos on various shades of colours,
including colours of nature, colours of
dawn, colours of dusk, colours of life

and colours of things. Some of them
used their own creativity in developing
photos with the help of oil paints and
colour chalks.

“This exhibition was an opportunity
for us to show case our talents in the
field of photography”, says Shyjan.

“Many of us were not good
photographers, we are learners. We
tried our best and it came well.” Says
Daniel Thomas.

“Interesting and congrats to all who
have put up their hard work, and
creativity.” Says Usha Mary Sharma a
faculty of BTech.

The students were enthralled when
some of their masterpieces were
bought by other students during
exhibition.

2



December 2014

Memories of Kashmir Flood Relief

A group of Assam Don Bosco
University (ADBU) social work
students (3) did their one month
internship (October 2014) in Kashmir
to help the flood affected people under
the leadership of Catholic Social
Service Society (CSSS) of the
Diocese of Jammu and Kashmir.

The Director of CSS Fr. Justin
Thiraviam introduced ADBU students
of social work to the Programme co
ordinator Mrs. Madhulika who
welcomed them saying, “you have

reached in the right time.”
Madam Madhulika explained the

aim, objectives and mission of CSSS
saying, “our humanitarian services are
directed to school dropouts, women
for selfhelp groups for sustaining the
family and society, to the down
trodden and needy people victims of
natural and unnaturally calamities in
Jammu and Kashmir State.”

The daily activities which ADBU
students undertook included

distribution of food provisions and

materials for livelihood, personal
visits, survey, interview and medical
assistance provided for their good
health.While sharing the Kashmir
experience John Poji one of the
students said “it was a painful and
shocking experience of the flood
affected people. Some people lost
everything of their hard earned labour
and livelihood. Their worry, anxiety
and fear of the unknown future still
haunts me.”

Workshop on Financial Management
and accounting

The workshop on financial
management and accounting was
conducted in two phases at ADBU for
the students of Educational
Leadership, the second and the
concluding phase being conducted
from 10th to 14th of November, 2014.

Fr. Arogyadoss, a wellknown
Chartered Accountant, working in
Nagaland, was the resource person. It
is a course oriented to the students of
educational leadership to learn the
concepts of financial management
and to manage the financial

resources at the optimal benefits of
the Institution.

Fr. Arogyadoss, with his vast
experience and expertise, enabled
the students to fathom the financial
concepts and policies related to
education in a lay man’s perspective.
Through his proficient way of
facilitating the studentteacher
interaction in an emphatic manner
made all the participants to get
resourceful and enriched by the
workshop.

Students hold preChristmas at Mother Teresa Centre
Guwahati – Keeping in mind the

upcoming Christmas season of joy
and cheer the students of Assam Don
Bosco University (ADBU) organized a
preChristmas celebration at the
Missionaries of Charity rehabilitation
centre in Guwahati, Saturday 15th
November 2014.The Missionaries of
Charity (MC) Sisters take care of
Shanti Daan, a home set up by
Blessed Mother Teresa of Calcutta for
over 200 destitute persons, AIDS and

TB patients, at Lankeshwar, near
Guwahati University at Jalukbari.

The open air program held before
sunset which lasted two hours had
songs, dances, and messages.

Twelve students of Social Work
and Psychological Counseling

Departments sang in very festive
mood "We wish you a Merry
Christmas" and danced to "Jingle
Bells" with some of the inmates who
joined in spontaneously.

All inmates in the rehabilitation
centre along with MC Sisters and
their collaborators were in festive
mood and enjoyed each and every
moment with amusement and frolic.

The students had gifts for inmates
of both male and female sections, as

well as for the Sisters and their lay
collaborators who assist at the centre.

The program concluded with an
open house dancing session with
inmates and high tea for all.

Among those who gave Christmas
messages at the event were ADBU

Registrar Dr Basil Koikara and
Controller of Exams Dr Francis
Fernandez.

In January 1995, Mother Teresa
laid the foundation of the first AIDS
hospice in Assam at Jalukbari. She
returned in July 1996, this time on a
wheelchair, to inaugurate the hospice.

The Missionaries of Charity branch
in the city by the time of Mother
Teresa’s beatification in 2003, (11

years ago) had catered to 2,166
orphans and malnourished children.
Of them, 479 have been given for
adoption and 57 married off. Another
1,299 were sent for international
adoption through the Calcutta centre.

Varsity students hold Essay
Competition for Senior Citizens

Guwahati, 15th November, 2014:
The Ambikagiri Memorial Trust
Society, AMAR GHAR, in
collaboration with Assam Don Bosco
University, Azara campus organized a
Story Writing Competitioncum
Exhibition Programme on 14th
November 2014, Friday on the
occasion of Children’s Day. The
theme was based on status of Old
Age Home.

As arranged by Ms. Regina
Hoineilam and Mr. Cyril Moshahary, of
ADBU Schhol of Social Sciences
(MSW) the event aimed mobilizing the
service users and to promote sense
of participation through this
recreational activity. The purpose of
the activity was also to learn the
unique story telling talent of the
service users.

By evaluating the event Ms.
Yugobrata Dutta, one of the Judges
and Working President of AMAR
GHAR appreciated the trainees from
ADBU for organizing such a unique
activity and also the service users for

their active participation.
She pointed out, “The

Organization benefited a lot from this
activity, we were able to identify the
talent of the service users through this
activity and these articles will be
published in the Annual Magazine of
the Organization”

Out of twenty seven service users
eight members participated and
expressed their creativity. Ms. Gita
Chakravarty bagged the first prize
with her story titled, “Anubhutihin
Jantramanav.”

Ms. Kusum Ujir won the second
prize with her story on “Bridha
Abaghor Prayajan,” while the third
prize was grabbed by Ms. Turuluta
Barua with her story titled, “Bridha
Abagh.”

The program was marked by fun
activities like action songs and train
clap. The cultural programs of the
service users added color to the
activity. The program was concluded
with refreshment.

Guwahati  Child Friendly
Guwahati organized a sports
competition at Santipur for main
streaming the street children of
Guwahati city at different centres on
4th November 2014.

This was a great opportunity for

the MSW students of ADBU to
observe

how the deprived section of the
children can be brought back into
normal day to day life .The main
objective of conducting this sport for
the children was to bring them
together as a unit and build up
interest for their studies and
schooling.

During this activity, the social work
department interacted with some of
the children to know their life stories.A

little girl who is just 3 year old told
them that she was staying with her
grandfather as her father expired and
her mother went with another man.
The girl however looked happy and
joyful whenever attention was
bestowed on her.

This was an eye opener program
for the students of Social work to
learn about the social situations of
street children who are deprived of
their rights and who do not get the
opportunity to go to school.

Varsity students join ChildFriendly Guwahati program
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Friday Lectures November 2014

Judge Insists that Protection of Human Right is Our Duty

Justice Cyriac

National Human Rights Commission
member and former Judge of Supreme
Court of India Justice Cyriac Joseph

addressed students of School of Social
Sciences at Assam Don Bosco
University Azara campus on
21st November 2014.Some 75 students
and faculty members attended the hour
long presentation.

In his informative lecture Justice
Cyriac Joseph pointed out that “Human
rights are moral principles or norms that
describe certain standards of human
behaviour, and are regularly protected
as legal rights in national
and international law.”

They are commonly understood as
inalienable fundamental rights ”to which
a person is inherently entitled simply
because she or he is a human
being, and which are “inherent in all
human beings regardless of their
nation, location, language, religion,
ethnic origin or any other status.”

He decried several instances of
Human Right violation in North East
India committed in the name of
insurgency and the Armed Forces
Special Protection Act of 1958.

Locating Ethics in the Age of Globalisation and Its Challenges

Archana Barua
Globalization has been grasped as

‘the compression of the world and the
intensification in the consciousness of
the world as a whole, as process
deepening and widening ‘worldwide
social relations which link distant

localities in such a way that local
happenings are shaped by events
occurring many miles away and vice
versa’ (Robertson 1992:8; Giddens
1990:84).

Mc Gee and Watters have identified
two features of the present version of
globalization — increased integration of
the national economies with the global
systems of production, consumption,
and distribution; and spacetime
contraction that is the effect of
technological advances in transport,
communication, and computer
technology.

Now at this juncture of globalization
and modernization, at a time when we
are better equipped with our capacity
to image the earth holistically, ethical
concerns along with its value dimension
remains ‘place less’ when place
attachment tends to thin out as the

territory expands. In such a global
setting usual ethical concerns such as
damage to the environment and other
such concerns remain ethically viable
provided such concerns do not hamper
with strategies that will make those
multinational corporations and
organizations competitive in the world
economy .Understanding human
relations primarily as market relations,
utilitarian ethics continues its dialogue
using a market language and a market
friendly negotiable strategy.

This presentation addresses global
ethics and its changing scenario with
reference to environmental degression
and the role played by ethics in a global
setting.

She concluded with the question
Does ‘Global ethics’ keep any room for
bridging the gap between space and
“place” in some manner?

Reason, Normativity and the Philosophical Responsibility

Prasenjit Biswas
Prasenjit Biswasis an Associate

Professor of Philosophy at NEHU,
Shillong. As part of the World
Philosophy Day celebration He spoke
on the subject Reason, Normativity and

the Philosophical Responsibility: A
Renewed Call to Alterity on 28th Friday
November 2014.

Critical reasoning involves a concept
of reason that is sometimes circular and
sometimes nonfoundational. It
amounts to saying that reason cannot
overcome skpeticism that is inbuilt in it.
One can understand it by contrasting,
say, Putnam and Derrida. Putnam
argued that indexicals, pronominals,
designators and logical subjects cannot
be justified in a noncircular manner. But
natural causes does not require such
justification as they generate reference
and truth in human languages.

Derrida goes a step further to say
that reason can only refer back to itself
to its framework of reference and
meaning and hence truth always
remains as a metonym, or a coinage for
displacing language from one ruin, trait

and trace to another. So reason
naturally expressible in logic, language
and thought does not in any way lead to
a closure, either causal or modal.

This unceding dispute in the
character of reason leads to only
expectations that are based on
reciprocity and equality of warrant,
which further leads to an equanimity.
So, normativity is a kind of equanimity.
Equanimity calls for responsibility
without fixing the subjectsubject
relationship and without fixing 'law' in it.
This would lead to slippages into an
idea of commitment, both ontological
and theological, to the absolute Other,
the God, the Animal, the vegetable and
such others.

In his talk he explained the role of
consciousness as that would bring
back the notion of 'rational animal'.

Recognition of ADBU Under (12) B Act

University Grants Commission
(UGC), New Delhi, is has granted
Assam Don Bosco University
recognition under section 12(B) of the
UGC Act, 1956.

The joint commission of UGC and
AICTE (All India Council for Technical
Education) had made three inspections
of the Assam Don Bosco University
within the course of its six years of
existence and submitted their report to
UGC. Based on the report, the UGC
indicated to the University aspects
which needed to be adhered to. Once

this was done, a compliance report was
submitted to the UGC. The committee
appointed by the UGC went through all
these and submitted their report to the
UGC.

This report of the committee was
approved by the UGC in its sitting
towards the end of October. Thus,
ADBU now has the possibility of asking
to be included under section 12(B),
which will make it eligible to receive
funds from the UGC for research
projects, seminar and conventions.

Students Learn News Reporting

Guwahati  The Mass
Communication students of Assam
Don Bosco University had the rare
chance of learning the secrets of news
reporting from the subeditor of the
leading news portal of the state.

During an interactive session, 18th
November, Mrs Chandra Goswamy
Bhattacharjee of This Week Guwahati
told 12 eager students the secrets of
writing a news report and getting it
published.

She pointed out that a journalist
should be able to comprehend things
in a catchy way, with both objective
and subjective analysis, and lace it
with a sense of humour.

“Whenever you sit back to write,
you should ask the questions like

‘what’, ‘when’, ‘where’, ‘why’, ‘how’,
‘who’ and these questions must be
answered in your introduction and
content respectively,” she reminded.

As a piece of advice to budding
journalists, Mrs Bhattacharjee asked
the students “to widen the network and
come out from the comfort zones to get
news and get it published.”

She insisted that a journalist should
equip oneself with “Connection with
reader, simplicity in language, public
relation skill and be ready to meet
challenges”.

“We are inspired and ready to write
article because we have a new
platform to express our work,” said
class representative Jacob Malkias in
his vote of thanks.

Final Touch:
ADBU Engineering students are intensively preparing for the project
presentation.

ADBU Celebrates World Philosophy Day

Assam Don Bosco University
celebrated World Philosophy Day on 28
November with a two and half hour
program. Some 40 faculty members

participated. Celebrations consisted of
two lectures by eminent philosophers
from North Eastern Hill University
Shillong and IIT Guwahati.

Prof Prasanjit Biswas of NEHU
Philosophy Department spoke on
“Reason, Normativity and the
Philosophical responsibility: A renewed
call to alterity.”

In the second lecture Prof Archana
Barua spoke on “Quest for a place of
one’s own: Locating ethics in the age of
globalization.”

She addressed global ethics and its
changing scenario with reference to
environmental degression and the role
played by ethics in a global setting.

Philosophy is a discipline that
encourages critical and independent
thought and is capable of working
towards a better understanding of the
world and promoting tolerance and
peace,” said Dr Dominic Meyieho chief
organizer of the event.

World Philosophy Day was introduced in 2002 by UNESCO.
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“Rights for our children, Rights for our future”

The Centre for Development
Initiatives (CDI) in collaboration with
the students of Masters of Social Work
Department, Assam Don Bosco
University, Azara organized a Press
Conference on 13th November2014
which is based on the theme “Rights for
our children, Rights for our future”.

CDI is engaged with children in
domestic work, child labourers,
orphans, trafficked minors, schools
drop outs, children with HIV/AIDS,
slums, victims of conflict and violence
and the differently abled.

The basic objective of the
conference is to apprise the media

about the situations of children’s of the
marginalised sections in the state and
about the conditions of the Child
Domestic Workers in the city. It also
generated awareness among the
people of the city, about the dangers
that children in the slums are
encountering with everyday.

ADBU at Fashion Olympiad (NFO 2014)

On 30th October 2014 Saurav and
Nirupam represented ADBU at a quiz
entitled BRAND GRID held at National
Institute of Fashion Technology
(Ministry of Textiles, Government of
India), Shillong.

It was a brand oriented quiz
competition, where students from
various sates of Northeast took part.
ADBU duo managed to compete till the
last round and won the 2nd runnerup.

First drama club souvenir published at ADBU

The drama club of the ADBU School
of Technology is called Rangayan.
Since 2011 the club has been
organizing intercollege drama
competitions. In the last four years,
their intercollege All Assam Drama
Competition called “Curtain Call,” has
been growing very popular.

This year for the first time, the club
members came up with a new idea and
launched the first edition of its

Rangayan Souvenir under its Chief
Editor Mr Manas Pratim Das, from Civil
Engg Dept 3rd semester student. The
40page publication is first of its kind!

“The main aim of Rangayan Club is
to show case the drama enthusiasts
and other performing arts enthusiasts
to the stage, where students can
develop their arts and prove their talent
to the world,” says Director of ADBU
School of Technology Prof. Manoranjan

Kalita. The drama club president adds,
“Rangayan believes that drama and its
various forms and genre provide
students with a common platform where
they can showcase their thoughts,
dreams, creativity and emotions.”

Photo: Release group photo, plus
Cover

Guwahati  An university team
comprising of Assam Don Dosco
University (ADBU) students along with
faculty members organised a beautiful
programme for children of the locality
on 20th November 2014 at 4:45 pm in
the college Auditorium.

The auditorium was packed with
some 200 children from the
neighbourhood, their parents and the
volunteers to mark the second annual
day of Swastyanan, a daily coaching
class for senior students of High School
and Higher Secondary Schools.

Among the honourable guests
present were the Pro Vicechancellor
Fr. Joseph Nellanatt, Dr. Manoranjan
Kalita Principal, Dr. Basil Koikara, Dr.
Peter Paul and Director of the School of
Social Sciences Dr Riju Sharma.

Swastyanan is an initiative by the
B.Tech and MSW Departments of
ADBU under taken by over 100 student
volunteers and faculty. They dedicate
their time, Monday to Friday, mainly to

help the children in their studies and
motivate them to be good citizens
through various animation programmes.
The basic subjects taught are: Science,
Social Studies, Mathematics, and
English.

The Pro Vicechancellor Fr. Joseph
Nellanatt in his speech congratulated
the volunteers for giving their valuable
time in the service of the children.

The students were given prizes for
different activities such as attendance
for the classes, poetry writing, and
other competitions organized during the
course of the year. Besides these there
were songs and dances performed by
the students.

The students felt joy at the selfless
service of the volunteers in teaching
them not only the scholastic subjects
but also giving them values of life.
They were also given the opportunity to
show their talents which enhanced
them to grow in their total human
persons.

Annual day for tuition kids

Workshop on page layout software held

The Mass Communication students
of ADBU had workshop on Scribus held
from 5th – 7th November 2014.

In three days Dr. Basil Koikara
introduced the students of Mass Com.
to page layout and designs software
Scribus.

Scribus is a desktop publishing
application, used for designing page
layout, typesetting and to prepare files
for professional quality printing of
newspapers, brochures, newsletters,
posters and books.

Dr. Basil taught the students how to

setup pages for a document, text
framing, apply styles, flow text from one
frame to another, create column guide,
baseline grid, image cropping, resizing,
editing, and graphics effects for the
beginners.

“Scribus has an easier way of
working with the different tools available
which gives better experience in page
layout and design.

The effect of learning Scribus will be
more practical as the students have to
design their own page layout in the
forth coming exams.

Dr. Basil with Scribus Lesson

Photo L to R: Saurav Choudhury, Nirupam Deka and Director ADBU

School of Technology Prof. Manoranjan Kalita.
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The Master of Social Work (MSW)
department gave farewell to two of its
founding faculty members as they take
leave of the department, 26th
November 2014.

They are Fr Jose K msfs who joined
ADBU on 1st July 2011 and Mrs.
Rachel Kabi joined on 3rd August 2011
as Assistant Professors. Both of them
are pursuing their doctoral studies at
Assam Don Bosco University and will
dedicate full time to the final stage of
their research work before taking up
new assignment.

Fr Jose, a PhD scholar has been
Asst. Professor in the department of
Social Work. He was the Principal of
SFS College, Aalo (200811) and
founder Director of FAsCE India, an
NGO located at Guwahati. Since 1994
Fr Jose has been working in different
states of North East India.

He has traveled across all the north
Eastern states, actively engaging in
educational, pastoral and development
sectors. He is also a consultant of
national and international NGOs.

“It was really wonderful experience

being in a department even before the
students joined, planning and
implementing and eagerly waiting for
the new batch of students,” says Mrs
Kabi recalling the founding days.

“It was an enriching experience to
me to relearn social work theories and
concepts and share my field
experiences with the students.”

Mrs Kabi who joins her husband
Prof. Antony Kabi, Head of Dept. Mass
Communication Dept at Rajiv Gandhi
University, Itanagar taught Mental
Health, Psychiatric Social Work and
Counseling amongst other courses.

Mrs. Kabi completed her Masters in
Medical and Psychiatric Social work in
1993 in Madras Christian College,
Chennai.

MSW Department bids farewell to two founding staff
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Assam Don Bosco University students get hired while in college

Training and Placement autumn report
During this autumn semester Tech

Mahindra conducted a campus pool
drive on the 24th and 25th of
September, 2014 at Tezpur University.
It was the first campus recruitment of
the season. The Tech Mahindra team
was coordinated by Mr. Supratit Dhali
with 3 more panelists.
In total nine colleges participated in the
drive from all over North East which
including NITs, JEC, TU, NERIST and
others. Comparatively ADBU students
were at par with the other students with
a potential to do more.

Total number of eligible students for
Tech Mahindra campus drive were 42
out of which 32 participated. First round
was aptitude Test consisting of logical
reasoning in figures, verbal logical
reasoning and quantitative analysis and
English (Comprehension, preposition,
vocabulary and Sentence
Construction.)

Seven students cleared in the first
round, second and third round were
essay writing and technical interview
respectively. Six students managed to
clear these rounds. Fourth and the final
round was on HR and Technical II of
which 6 students managed to clear.

The Tech Mahindra Personnel had

spoken very positively of our students
and liked them even if the number is
small with respect to quality and overall
skills of the student

RetailOn
The second campus drive was

organized on the 27th of October, 2014
by RetailOn here at DBCET. It was
coordinated by Ms. Aarushi Mahajan,
Associate HR Manager and Team. They
had not given an eligibility criteria as
they were focusing only on
programming skills. The drive was
exclusively for computer science
engineers and MCA students.

In total 55 students sat for the
technical aptitude round which was

entirely based on programming
knowledge. From the first round, only
one student could make it through to
the second round and that was

Pranayan Saikia from B Tech CSE. He
sat for the next round which was on
coding and compilation. The results
have not been published with two more
round left for interview.

Indian Navy
The third campus drive was

conducted by the prestigious Indian
Navy on the 1st of November, 2014.
The team was headed by Cdr. V Gouri
Kumar with other panelist namely Lt.
Cdr. K Vinayaka and Lt. Cdr. Ravi

Chandra. The initial number of
applicants from DBCET were 61 who
also met the eligibility criteria. However
due to delay in conducting the process
as a result to delayed train, the number
of applicants got reduced to 20 who sat
for the campus drive. There were 10
students more from other colleges who
had applied earlier. The interview
process began at 8.00 PM in the
evening with Lt. Cdr. Ravi Chandra
giving a presentation on the operations
and scope of Indian Navy which was
followed by a group discussion and
personal interview conducted
simultaneously. The process got over
by 10.00 PM at night. The results are
awaited. The Indian Navy Personnel
found our students having an extra
edge over others that they have come
across with respect to knowledge and
soft skill.

The next drive was conducted by
Larsen & Toubro Infotech. It is an IT
company
based out of
Bangalore
with operation
spread all
across India.
This was also

a pool campus drive with 5 colleges
participating. The total participation was
around 300. The details for the drive is
given below.

Total number of eligible students
were 72 out of which 62 participated.
First Round was Aptitude Test
consisted in logical reasoning,
quantitative and English. 11 students
cleared in the first round, second and
third round were essay writing and
group discussion (Given Topics –
Western Culture Influencing Indian,
Love Marriage, Living – in Relationship,
Etc.) respectively. 7 students managed
to clear these rounds. . Fourth and the
final round was on HR and technical II
of which 3 students managed to clear.

The total selection from 300 odd
students was 13 out of which we had 3
final offers. This is at par and better
with the ratio of selections in
comparison with other colleges.

Selected boys for the first Tech Mahindra campus life drive

selected boys for tech mahindra campus life

TAn IT & Management graduate,
TPO Officer Shahnowaz Hussain has
more than 7 years of experience in
Sales & Marketing, Business

Development, Business Outsourcing,
Key Account Management, Client
Servicing, Networking, Academics, and
Training & Development with a special
interest in field of training and
development. Having worked in metro
cities like Delhi, Mumbai, Kanpur,
Gurgaon, Greater Noida and more, he
has been associated with Don Bosco
University for more than 4 years.

Under his leadership, there has
been many significant developments in
the TPO with respect to grooming of the
students and corporate presence on
campus with emphasis on striving for
constant improvement and progress.

Shahnowaz hussain

The Training & Placement of the
students is the main function of the
TPO cell. The ADBU School of
Technology makes every effort to help
students develop the right attitudes
towards their profession, and equip
them with analytical skills especially
related to the financial and economic
aspects of their professional careers,
the ability to communicate effectively,
pleasing manners, and a commitment
to the less privileged members of
society.

ADBU’s TPO holds oncampus
placement drives at regular intervals to
provide suitable platform to the
students of the final year. Apart from
this, various activities like guest
lectures from renowned personalities

from industry as well as many
personality development program are
also being organized to improve the all
round student performance.

The last placement season had
been a hard run with global economic
trends taking a down turn. Inspite of all
the constraints, TPO cell has provided
a good number of opportunities to
students.

The encouraging factor is that the
placements are showing developing
trends year on year with more number
of companies turning up for the
campuses and more and more MNCs
participating in the same. We hope that
the coming years will bring in more
hope and prospects for our students.

TPO inside story

Traning & Placement Office DBCET

Keynote speaker Ms. Coosje Griffiths,
Manager, Student Support Complex
Learning and Wellbeing, Statewide
Services, Department of Education,
Western Australia addressed the post
graduate students of ADBU’s School of
Social Sciences, 24 November.

A psychologist specialized in school
psychology Ms Griffiths’ responsibilities
involve developing strategies, polices
and programs in the area of student well
being, social and emotional learning, and
records management for school
psychology.

Addressing the students of social
work psychology, education and mass
communication, Ms Griffiths encouraged
students to apply positive psychology
and “build on your strength and reject
what you don’t believe in” and develop
their own style of work and learning.

Addressing pathways to resilience Ms

Griffiths posed questions as to what
schools teach, what parents want, and
what children want.

She lamented the fact that “teachers
are using outdated practices,” and
stressed that “teachers need to be
working from research findings.”

Ms Griffiths further asserted “social
emotional learning skills improve
academic performance by improved
attention, working memory and self
regulation.

She insisted that “student
engagement does not occur
spontaneously – rather it is the result of
attention and engagement.”

Stressing on the need for positive
psychology she concluded her
presentation with a set of values in the
workplace for teachers: passion,
inclusion, respect, responsiveness and
collaboration.

Positive psychology for future teachers Rosary month at ADBU concludes
with an Evening around Mary

On the conclusion of Rosary
month, Assam Don Bosco University
Community had the evening Rosary
service at ADBU Azara campus on
31st of October.

Fr. Francis Fernandez led
everyone into the mood of prayer. In
each mystery, the first part of Hail
Mary was recited in English, Khasi,
Boro, Garo and Hindi, the second part
of Hail Mary was recited in English
and interspersed with Marian hymns in
the respective languages.

The studentss were encouraged to
write down intentions for which they
required Mother Mary’s blessing.
Many intentions were offered during
the recitation of the Rosary. Most of
the faithful present for the Rosary also
offered up their written intentions at
the feet of our Lady of the Rosary as

the customary action.
During Rosary Fr. Francis

Fernandez shared the different
incidents of the power of intercessory
prayers being offered to Mother Mary
and thereafter received the favour. At
the end, all the written offered
intentions were collected and burnt in
a vessel and final blessing was given
by Fr. Stephen Mavely with a short
message.

Ms. Coosje Griffiths,
addressing the students

the post graduate students and faculty of ADBU’s
School of Social Sciences attending the lecture

Mass Communication Department gets new computer lab

The nelwy launched Mass
Communication Dept at ADBU got a
facelift with full fledged lab fitted with

individual desktop
computers for each of
itsfirst batch of twelve
students.

ADBU’s new course
M.A in Convergent Media
and Technologies
launched last August had
both lab and classroom

held in Room 401. At present the
classroom is shifted to Room 303, a
more spacious facility.

All the computers run on Ubuntu
Operating System with Free Open
Source Softwares such as; Audacity
for audio editing, Gimp for image
editing, Scribus for desktop publishing,
LibreOffice for word processing and
Kdenlive for video editing.

The new computer lab will enable
the students to master their skills in
free and open source softares to
compete with the proprietary
softwares.

In a new and bold
venture the School of
Social Sciences
organized a talk by
Principal of the
Institute of

Cooperatives Management (ICM)
Guwahati Mr K.I. Meetei to start a
Student's Consumer Cooperative in the
university campus.

Besides making quality products in
proper quantity and at cheaper rates,
the cooperative will provide
opportunities for students to participate
in management of the cooperative and
learn valuable business skills to benefit
local community.

Mr. Meetei added, "it is about
making student life better, cheaper,
more convenient while imbibing the
cooperative principles."

Students' consumer
cooperative plan

Training and Placement Officer
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“ FREINDS’’ a slice of heaven on earth
By Steffi Soibam

‘Life is beautiful’, we cannot
live it twice and also is not
complete without friends.
Adversity can come on our
way but this beautiful bond
called ‘friendship’ seems to
make it easier. “Walking with a
friend in the dark is better than
walking alone in the light”
says, Helen Keller. This
statement clearly defines how
friendship fills our world with
colour.

We just get lost into the
world of our own, laughing,
giggling, clicking selfies with
pout lips, going bold as we are
to the end of the world as there
is no complexity going around
our world. Campus life will be a
treasure box because of these
whole new experiences in life.

Being in a coed school we
are told to maintain our own
limit, how should we dress and
to set ourselves as an example
but we are human beings, not
machines as Chetan Bhagat
says, “ It is okay to live some
moments of our life in the way
we want and make it our own..”
And also above all most
importantly when we are
together there is no word called
“TOMORROW” because we just
jump into the moment called
“NOW” and grab it to make it
special.

Actually when we first came
here, we act like a weirdo,
staring at each other’s eyes
thinking what she thinks of
herself??? Gradually with time
we began to know each other.
And began to swim together into
the vast ocean called
friendship…someone has just
said it rightly that no hardships
remains forever, with the time it
will be gone. And ultimately it
was the time, which made it right
that ‘weirdo environment’…only
it’s a matter of time!!!!!!!

Campus life not only teaches
us the value of friendships but
this campus let us expose to the
real world. Like…hectic
schedules, assignments,
presentations and all, with this
kind of pressure we learned to

maintain also human
relationships. We choose to
smile rather than worrying and
making faces as if, we don’t
have time but we take some
moments out to sit together and
chat about the day, dancing,
pulling each other legs which
are just esoteric for elders who
have seen life but these are
vestiges to happiness for us.

Different looks, different
cultures, different religions we
are, but we bloom like varied
flowers inside the garden called
‘CAMPUS’ This fact makes
worthwhile to explore the
astonishing diversity of campus
life. Above all, despite the
diversity what unite us is the
desire to partake the fruit of
success.

Live Talk on ‘Data Warehouse and Career Planning’

Mr. Waqar Ahmad, Solution
Manager, (Sanipex GroupDUBAI) had
an interaction with the students of M
Tech, Computer Science and
Engineering as a part of a refresher
course through SKYPE from Dubai. Mr.
Ahmad is a Master of Science and
Information Technology and an
experienced IT professional having 9
years of working experience in UAE.

In his message to Don Bosco
University students of Information
Technology, Mr. Admad said, “It has
been an honor sharing my knowledge
with bright students of Don Bosco
University. It’s time for the new
generation to come forward and lead,
our job is to support and equip them
with necessary tools and knowledge.

Students need to plan their career right
from the beginning and never
compromise on their objectives. In the
vast field of Information Technology (IT)
and Computer Science I suggest
students to plan their career based on
their area of interest and market
demands.

In todays’ market fields of data
warehouse, data mining, programming
and networking provides good career.
Doing certification in relevant field
always provides competitive
advantages to get a better job. Those
interested in the field of data
warehouse and data mining can
consider their career start as role of
ETL developer, data base
administration, database analyst, and

Business Intelligence (BI) Analyst by
using tools e.g., Microsoft SQL
including SQL Server Integration
Services (SSIS), SQL Server Reporting
Services (SSRS), SQL Server Analysis
Services (SSAS), Microsoft Power BI,
Crystal Reports, Macro strategy etc.

For those interested in programming
can consider web (using .Net, PHP,
Java) and mobile programming.
Another dimension is to consider help
desk related jobs and considering
certifications like Information
Technology Infrastructure Library (ITIL).
By stating all of this, I am just
scratching the surface as there are lot
more options. Finally, I wish you all the
best for your career”.

Bosco Tech Fest draws secondary
school science enthusiasts

Some 130 of senior students of 10
Higher Secondary schools from the
state participated at the five events held
at Assam Don Bosco University Azara
campus in Guwahati, 1st November.

Addressing the inaugural gathering
of the first Bosco Tech Fest 2014 on
Saturday Prof. Kalita said, “We have
come up with this fest with day long
activities both academic and fun filled,
geared to Higher Secondary students to
promote Science and Technology.”

The Chief Guest at BTF, the Vice
Chancellor of Cotton College State
University Guwahati, Prof Dhrubajyoti
Saikia, himself an eminent academician
and research scientist in physics,
encouraged the students to have “a
querying mind to apply science for
society and common good.”

He cited the example of student
research group at St John Hopkin’s
University which came up with a low
cost instrument kit which could identify
anemic cases of malnourished mothers.

He also challenged the students to
come up with a solar powered system

that could keep cow’s milk cool during
transportation to the diary.

Vice Chancellor of ADBU Dr
Stephen Mavely complimented the
efforts of the faculty and students of the
School of Technology who put together
the fest.

Ten schools from Guwahati and
neighboring districts took part at the five
events.

The scifair (science fair) had 9
teams, debate on the topic: In the
opinion of the house “without Internet, is
life possible,” (15 teams), science quiz
(13 teams), and a science exhibition (9
teams) to showcase science and
technology projects.

The day ended with a fun fulfilled
event in which nine schools took part in
the group dance competition.

During the day, the BTF participants
visited the labs of all five departments of
the school of technology to see the
projects implemented by B.Tech
students.

Interaction with the students

A talk show with B.G.Verghese

On 8th of November , a group of
Mass Communication students
attended an interaction programme with
B.G.Verghese , an eminent journalist
and former editor of leading newspaper
like The Times Of India, The Hindustan
Times, during The Northeast Book Fair
held at Guwahati Institute of
Engineering & Technology at
Chandmari, Guwahati.

B.G.Verghese, who is now currently
associated with Delh thinktank of policy
research, spoke on the topic
‘Restructuring the Northeast’ on which
he mainly focused on insensitivity of
local government as well as negligence
of the central government toward the
north eastern region and the reckless
mind of heart landers over the issue of

different ethnic features.

Speaking on “insurgency and
AFSPA” Mr Verghese said that people
shouldn’t cooperate and allow the
double taxation carried out by the
insurgents as they are living in foreign
countries with luxury life there from the
money they collected from the people.
He also told that notorious AFSPA
should be repealed.

He also asserted that it’s time to
move on from “we and they” to “us” for
the betterment of our society , to build
trust and understand each other.

The press meet was attended by
many intellectuals and media person .

B.G.Verghese in interaction with the audience
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Pre Christmas Celebration 2014 at Assam Don Bosco University
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Assam Don Bosco University Appreciation Day, 29th November 2014
News report on page 1
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